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(57) ABSTRACT

A component includes a body including zircon (ZrSiO,)
grains, the body having a free silica intergranular phase
present between the zircon grains and distributed substan-
tially uniformly through the body. The body comprises a
content of free silica not greater than about 2 wt. % for the
total weight of the body.
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SINTERED ZIRCON MATERIAL FOR
FORMING BLOCK

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION(S)

This application claims priority to U.S. Patent Application
No. 61/766,090 entitled “Sintered Zircon Material for Form-
ing Block,” by Olivier Citti, Julien P. Fourcade, Andrea L.
Kazmierczak and David J. Lechevalier, filed Feb. 18, 2013,
which application is assigned to the current assignees hereof
and incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

The present disclosure is generally directed to zircon com-
ponents and methods of forming and using zircon compo-
nents.

BACKGROUND

Alkali free alumino-silicate glasses, such as, glasses for
Liquid Crystal Display (LCD) substrates using amorphous
silicon or oxide thin film transistors (TFTs), or glasses for
organic light emitting diode (OLED) substrates using low
temperature polysilicon (LTPS) TFT deposition have been
designed to allow high temperature processing (up to 700° C.)
while not suffering from deformation. These glasses can be
formed using a fusion draw process where liquid glass flows
over the lips of a glass overtlow forming block made of zircon
(ZrSi0,) material and fuses at the bottom of the glass over-
flow forming block to form a sheet. Zircon forming blocks
that come in contact with alkali free alumino-boro-silicate
glasses offer good corrosion resistance and mechanical prop-
erties at the forming temperature of glass. However, it has
been observed that bubble inclusions may occur in the glass
formed using zircon forming blocks. Bubble inclusions in the
glass are not acceptable for the TFT substrate application.

SUMMARY

According to one aspect, a component includes a body
including zircon (ZrSiO,) grains, the body having an outer
portion and an interior portion. The body may have a free
silica intergranular phase present between the zircon grains.
The free silica intergranular phase may be distributed sub-
stantially uniformly through the body. Free silica may include
any silicon dioxide (SiO,) that is not chemically bound to the
ZrSi0,, grains in the body. The body may comprise a content
offree silica not greater than about 2 wt. % for the total weight
of the body.

According to another aspect, a component includes a body
including zircon grains, the body having an outer portion and
an interior portion. The body may have a free silica inter-
granular phase present between the zircon grains. Free silica
may include any silicon dioxide (Si0O,) that is not chemically
bound to the ZrSiO, grains in the body. The body may com-
prise a content of free silica not greater than about 2 wt. % for
the total weight of the body. Further, the outer portion of the
body may have an apparent porosity measured in volume
percent (P,,) and the interior portion of the body may have an
apparent porosity measured in volume percent (P,,). The
body may have an apparent porosity ratio P, /P, of not
greater than about 2.0.

According to yet another aspect, a component includes a
body including zircon grains, the body having an outer por-
tion and an interior portion. The body may have a free silica
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intergranular phase present between the zircon grains. Free
silica may include any silicon dioxide (SiO,) that is not
chemically bound to the ZrSiO, grains in the body. The body
may comprise a content of free silica not greater than about 2
wt. % for the total weight of the body. Further, the body may
have at least one characteristic selected from the group con-
sisting of 1) a fracture toughness (K1c) of greater than about
1.55 MPa-m™, 2) a modulus of rupture (MoR) of greater
than about 60 MPa, 3) a density of greater than about 4.0
g/cm’, 4) a modulus of elasticity (MoE) of greater than about
175 GPa, 5) a Vickers hardness of greater than about 6.0 GPA,
and 6) any combination thereof.

According to another aspect, a component includes a body
including zircon grains, the body having an outer portion and
an interior portion. The body may have a free silica inter-
granular phase present between the zircon grains. Free silica
may include any silicon dioxide (Si0O,) that is not chemically
bound to the ZrSiO, grains in the body. The body may com-
prise a content of free silica not greater than about 2 wt. % for
the total weight of the body. Further, a surface of the body
may have a dynamic corrosion rate of not greater than about
100 um/day.

According to yet another aspect, a component includes a
body including zircon grains, the body having an outer por-
tion and an interior portion. The body may have a free silica
intergranular phase present between the zircon grains. Free
silica may include any silicon dioxide (SiO,) that is not
chemically bound to the ZrSiO, grains in the body. The body
may comprise a content of free silica not greater than about 2
wt. % for the total weight of the body. Further, the intercon-
nectivity of the free silica intergranular phase in the outer
portion of the body may be greater than about 10%.

In another aspect, a method of forming a component may
include providing a raw material powder comprising zircon
grains having a median (D50) particle size in a range between
about 1 um and about 20 pm. The raw material powder may
have a content of free silica of not greater than about 2.0 wt.
% for a total weight of raw material powder. The raw material
powder may be sintered to create a body comprising zircon
grains and a free silica intergranular phase present between
the zircon grains with the free silica intergranular phase being
distributed substantially uniformly through the body. Free
silica may include any silicon dioxide (SiO,) that is not
chemically bound to the ZrSiO, grains in the body.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present disclosure may be better understood, and its
numerous features and advantages made apparent to those
skilled in the art by referencing the accompanying drawings.
Embodiments are illustrated by way of example and are not
limited in the accompanying figures.

FIG. 1 includes a diagram illustrating a particular embodi-
ment of a glass overflow forming block.

FIG. 2 includes a diagram illustrating a particular set of
various cross-sectional perspectives of glass overflow form-
ing blocks.

FIG. 3 includes a open porosity vs. density scatter plot
comparing data points corresponding to components formed
in accordance with embodiments and components formed
according to conventional processes.

FIG. 4 includes an image of the microstructure of a com-
ponent including zircon in accordance with an embodiment.

FIG. 5 includes an image of the microstructure of a con-
ventional component including zircon subject to hydrogen
fluoride (HF) treatment.
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FIG. 6 includes an image of a portion of a conventional
component including zircon treated with hydrogen fluoride
(HP).

FIG. 7 includes an image of the surface of a convention
component including zircon.

FIG. 8 includes an image of the surface of a component
including zircon in accordance with an embodiment.

Skilled artisans appreciate that elements in the figures are
illustrated for simplicity and clarity and have not necessarily
been drawn to scale. For example, the dimensions of some of
the elements in the figures may be exaggerated relative to
other elements to help to improve understanding of embodi-
ments of the invention.

DESCRIPTION

The following is generally directed to a component having
a body that includes zircon material and methods of forming
a component having a body that includes zircon material,
wherein the zircon material has a free silica content of not
greater than about 2 wt. %, preferably not greater than about
1 wt. % and most preferably not greater than about 0.5 wt. %
for the total weight of the body. Notably, any reference to free
silica in this description corresponds to all SiO, phases in the
body that are not chemically bonded to ZrO, in the zircon
material.

In certain embodiments, the body may include a free silica
intergranular phase present between the zircon grains of the
zircon material. The free silica intergranular phase may be
distributed substantially uniformly though the body. The
body may comprise a content of free silica not greater than
about 2 wt. % for the total weight of the body. The free silica
intergranular phase may consist essentially of free silica and
essentially all SiO, located in the grain boundary ofthe zircon
grains may be considered free silica.

The raw material powder used in forming the body may
initially comprise an unprocessed raw material, for example,
unprocessed zircon raw material. The unprocessed raw mate-
rial may be initially processed by separating components
(e.g., impurities) from the unprocessed raw material. The
unprocessed raw material may be processed using classitying
techniques, for example, particle size separation, vibration or
gravity table separation, electrostatic separation, electromag-
netic separation or any combination thereof. Particle size
separation allows for separation of particles within a powder
based on its size, which reduces impurity content. Vibration
or gravity table separation can separate particles within a
powder based on density, which can reduce the amount of
alumina rich silicates as well as silica grains from the raw
material powder. Electrostatic separation can separate par-
ticles within a powder based on electrical conductivity, which
may allow the separation of titaniferous mineral particles,
ilmenite and rutile. Electromagnetic separation can separate
particles within a powder based on the magnetic properties of
the particles. It will be appreciated that initial processing of
the unprocessed raw material may include any combination
of the separation methods noted above and may include mul-
tiple applications of any of the separation methods noted
above. [t will be further appreciated that initial processing of
the unprocessed raw material may include application of the
separation methods above in sequence or in parallel.

The unprocessed raw material and any additional materials
can be milled to create the raw material powder having a
particular particle size and particle distribution that may
facilitate formation of a component according to an embodi-
ment. Milling the unprocessed raw material to form the raw
material powder can be done using different milling technolo-
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gies, for example, dry ball milling, wet ball milling, vibratory
ball milling, attrition milling (agitated ball milling) or jet
milling.

After initial processing and milling, the raw material pow-
der formed from the unprocessed raw material may have a
median (D50) particle size of not greater than about 15 um,
such as, not greater than about 14 pum, not greater than about
12 um, not greater than about 10 um, not greater than about 9,
um, not greater than about 8 um, not greater than about 7 pm,
not greater than about 6 pm, not greater than about 5 um, not
greater than about 4 pm, not greater than about 3 pum or even
not greater than about 2 pm. Further the raw material powder
may have a median (D50) particle size of greater than about 1
um, such as, greater than about 2 um, greater than about 3, pm,
greater than about 4 um, greater than about 5 pum, greater than
about 6 um, greater than about 7 um, greater than about 8 pm,
greater than about 9 um, greater than about 10 pum, greater
than about 12 um or even greater than about 14 um. It will be
appreciated that raw material powder may have a median
(D50) particle size of any value within a range between any of
the maximum and minimum values noted above. It will be
further appreciated that raw material powder may have a
median (D50) particle size of any value within a range
between any numerical values between the maximum and
minimum values noted above.

In other embodiments, particle size distribution of the raw
material powder comprising zircon may be controlled such
that the raw material powder may have a D90 particle size of
not greater than about 40 um, such as, not greater than about
30 pum, not greater than about 20 pum, not greater than about 15
um or even not greater than about 10 pm. In still other
instances, the raw material powder may have a D90 particle
size of greater than about 5 pum, such as, greater than about 10
um, greater than about 15 pum, greater than about 20 um or
even greater than about 30 pm. It will be appreciated that the
raw material powder may have a D90 particle size of any
value within a range between any of the maximum and mini-
mum values noted above. It will be further appreciated that
the raw material powder may have a D90 particle size of any
value within a range between any numerical values between
the maximum and minimum values noted above.

In other embodiments, particle size distribution of the raw
material powder comprising zircon may be controlled such
that the raw material powder may have a D10 particle size of
greater than about 0.2 um, such as, greater than about 0.5 pm,
greater than about 0.8 um or even greater than about 1.0 pm.
In still other instances, the raw material powder may have a
D10 particle size of not greater than about 1.1 pum, such as, not
greater than about 1.0 pm, not greater than about 0.8 um or
even not greater than about 0.5 pm. It will be appreciated that
the raw material powder may have a D10 particle size of any
value within a range between any of the maximum and mini-
mum values noted above. It will be further appreciated that
the raw material powder may have a D10 particle size of any
value within a range between any numerical values between
the maximum and minimum values noted above.

The raw material powder and any additional materials (i.e.,
sintering aids, binders, other additives, etc.) may be combined
ormixed by any suitable method. Mixing or batch preparation
may be performed dry or wet. Mixing may include an addi-
tion step of granulation. The granulation step may be added to
improve flowability of the batch and therefore increase appar-
ent density of the green body. In one example embodiment,
granulation may be performed using spray drying. The raw
material powders may be mixed into a blunge tank and then
spray dried.



US 9,272,958 B2

5

The spray dried powder or batch is then shaped to form a
green body having a particular shape using isostatic pressing.
The spray dried powder forms a highly flowable powder that
can be used to fill large isostatic molding cans to minimize
filling defects, such as, non-uniform compaction of green
density, voids or cracks. The raw material powder is filled into
a rubber mold maintained in a solid metallic can. The bag is
then sealed and a vacuum is applied to the raw material
powder. The can is then submerged into a pressure vessel
filled with a fluid and then pressed. After pressing the mold is
removed from the pressure vessel and the green body is
removed.

Shaping may occur at a particular pressure, for example, by
isostatic pressing at a pressure greater than about 50 MPa,
such as, greater than about 60 MPa, greater than about 70
MPa, greater than about 80 MPa, greater than about 90 MPa,
greater than about 100 MPa, greater than about 110 MPa,
greater than about 120 MPa, greater than about 130 MPa,
greater than about 140 MPa or even greater than about 150
MPa. The pressure may be applied step by step to the green
body using an isostatic pressing cycle lasting for about 10
minutes to about 120 minutes. These pressing cycles may
limit formation of defects during the pressing stage. Shaping
may also be performed using alternative techniques such as
slip casting or unidirectional pressing.

The shape of the green body can be rectilinear, cylindrical,
spherical, ellipsoidal or nearly any other shape. In a particular
embodiment, the green body can be in the shape of a rectilin-
ear block referred to as a blank that can subsequently be
machined to form a glass overflow trough, a spout lip or a
busing block. In another particular embodiment, the green
body may have at least one dimension larger than about 100
mm, such as, larger than about 200 mm, larger than about 300
mm, larger than about 400 mm, larger than about 500 mm,
larger than about 600 mm, larger than about 700 mm or even
larger than about 800 mm. In another embodiment, the green
body can be structured in such a fashion to more closely
match a final component, for example, a forming block, to
limit post forming processes.

FIG. 1 illustrates a forming block 200. The forming block
200 can include an overflow trough portion 202 and a tapered
portion 204. The overflow trough portion 202 can include a
trough that has a depth that decreases along a length of the
forming block 200. FIG. 2 include a cross-sectional view of
exemplary shapes of the tapered portion 204. More particu-
larly, the tapered portion can include a wedge shape 2042, a
concave shape 2044, or a convex shape 2046. Other shapes
may be used to meet the needs or desires for a particular
application.

After the green body is formed, the green body can be
heated in an oven, heater, furnace, or the like to form the body
that includes zircon material. The heating process can include
an initial heating where moisture, a solvent, or another vola-
tile component is evaporated, organic material is vaporized,
or any combination thereof. The initial heating can be con-
ducted at a temperature in a range of approximately 100° C. to
approximately 300° C. for a time period in a range of approxi-
mately 10 hours to approximately 200 hours. In one embodi-
ment, following the initial heating, the green body can be
sintered at a temperature of greater than about 1400° C., such
as, greater than about 1450° C., greater than about 1500° C.,
greater than about 1550° C., greater than about 1600° C. or
even greater than about 1650° C. In another embodiment,
following the initial heating, the green body can be sintered at
atemperature of not greater than about 1700° C., such as, not
greater than about 1650° C., not greater than about 1600° C.,
not greater than about 1600° C., not greater than about 1550°
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C., not greater than about 1500° C. or even not greater than
about 1450° C. The green body can be sintered for a time
period in a range of approximately 10 hours to approximately
100 hours to form the body.

Sintering can include heating the green body for multiple
time periods in a sintering cycle for a set duration. The dura-
tion of the sintering cycle may be greater than about 30 days,
such as, greater than about 35 days, greater than about 40
days, greater than about 45 days, greater than about 50 days,
greater than about 55 days, greater than about 60 days, greater
than about 65 days, greater than about 70 days, greater than
about 75 days, greater than about 80 days or even greater than
about 85 days. Further, the sintering cycle duration may be
not greater than about 90 days, such as, not greater than about
85 days, not greater than about 80 days, not greater than about
75 days, not greater than about 70 days, not greater than about
65 days, not greater than about 60 days, not greater than about
55 days, not greater than about 50 days, not greater than about
45 days or even not greater than about 40 days.

The shape of the body after sintering generally corresponds
to the shape of the green body prior to sintering. Thus, the
body may have any of the shapes as previously described with
respect to the green body. During sintering, some shrinkage
may occur, and the body may be smaller than the green body.

A sintered object, such as the body, can be distinguished
from objects that have been formed by fuse-casting. In par-
ticular, objects that have been formed by fuse-casting often
include a highly abundant intergranular glass phase that fills
the network of crystallized grains of the object. In contrast, a
sintered object can include phases that are formed at the grain
boundaries with another phase. Due to differences in their
microstructures, the problems encountered by sintered
objects and by fused-cast objects in their respective applica-
tions and the technical solutions adopted for solving them are
generally different. Furthermore, due to the differences
between manufacturing an object by sintering and manufac-
turing an object by fuse-casting, a composition developed for
a fused-cast product may not be used a priori for manufactur-
ing a sintered product.

Providing the raw material comprising zircon grains may
include a providing raw material powder having a content of
free silica not greater than about 2.0 wt. % for the total weight
of raw material powder. In another aspect of the embodiment,
the content of free silica in the raw material powder may be,
for example, not greater than about 1.9 wt. %, such as, not
greater than about 1.8 wt. %, not greater than about 1.7 wt. %,
not greater than about 1.6 wt. %, not greater than about 1.5 wt.
%, not greater than about 1.4 wt. %, not greater than about 1.3
wt. %, not greater than about 1.2 wt. %, not greater than about
1.1 wt. %, not greater than about 1.0 wt. %, not greater than
about 0.9 wt. %, not greater than about 0.8 wt. %, not greater
than about 0.7 wt. %, not greater than about 0.6 wt. %, not
greater than about 0.5 wt. %, not greater than about 0.4 wt. %,
not greater than about 0.3 wt. % or even not greater than about
0.2 wt. % for the total weight of raw material powder. In still
other instances, the content of free silica in the raw material
powder may be greater than about 0.1 wt. %, such as, greater
than about 0.2 wt. %, greater than about 0.3 wt. %, greater
than about 0.4 wt. %, greater than about 0.5 wt. %, greater
than about 0.6 wt. %, greater than about 0.7 wt. %, greater
than about 0.8 wt. %, greater than about 0.9 wt. %, greater
than about 1.0 wt. %, greater than about 1.1 wt. %, greater
than about 1.2 wt. %, greater than about 1.3 wt. %, greater
than about 1.4 wt. %, greater than about 1.5 wt. %, greater
than about 1.6 wt. %, greater than about 1.7 wt. %, greater
than about 1.8 wt. % or even greater about 1.9 wt. % for the
total weight of the raw material powder. It will be appreciated
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that the content of free silica in the raw material in wt. % for
the total weight of raw material powder may be any value
within a range between any of the maximum and minimum
values noted above. It will be further appreciated that the
content of free silica in the raw material in wt. % for the total
weight of raw material powder may be any value within a
range between any numerical values between the maximum
and minimum values noted above.

The raw material powder may be comprised mainly of
zircon (ZrSiO,), such as, for example, the raw material pow-
der may include a content of ZrSiO,, of greater than about 95
wt. %, such as, greater than about 96 wt. %, greater than about
97 wt. %, greater than about 98 wt. %, greater than about 99
wt. % or even greater about 99.5 wt. % for the total weight of
the raw material powder. In still other instances, the raw
material powder may include a content of ZrSiO, of not
greater than about 99.9 wt. %, not greater than about 99.5 wt.
%, not greater than about 99 wt. %, not greater than about 98
wt. %, not greater than about 97 wt. %, not greater than about
96 wt. % or even not greater than about 95 wt. % for the total
weight of the raw material powder. It will be appreciated that
the content of ZrSiO,, in the raw material in wt. % for the total
weight of raw material powder may be any value within a
range between any of the maximum and minimum values
noted above. It will be further appreciated that the content of
ZrSi0, in the raw material in wt. % for the total weight of raw
material powder may be any value within a range between any
numerical values between the maximum and minimum val-
ues noted above.

The raw material powder may be substantially free of
Al O;. The raw material powder may include a content of
Al O, of not greater than 0.5 wt. %, such as, not greater than
0.45 wt. %, not greater than 0.4 wt. % wt. %, not greater than
0.35 wt. %, not greater than 0.3 wt. %, not greater than 0.25
wt. %, not greater than 0.2 wt. %, not greater than 0.15 wt. %,
not greater than 0.1 wt. % or even not greater than 0.05 wt. %
for the total weight of the raw material powder. In still other
instances, the raw material powder may include a content of
Al O, of greater than about 0.01 wt. %, such as, greater than
about 0.05 wt. %, greater than about 0.1 wt. %, greater than
about 0.15 wt. %, greater than about 0.2 wt. %, greater than
about 0.25 wt. %, greater than about 0.3 wt. %, greater than
about 0.35 wt. %, greater than about 0.4 or even greater about
0.45 wt. % for the total weight of the raw material powder. It
will be appreciated that the content of Al,O; in the raw mate-
rial in wt. % for the total weight of raw material powder may
be any value within a range between any of the maximum and
minimum values noted above. It will be further appreciated
that the content of Al,O; in the raw material in wt. % for the
total weight of raw material powder may be any value within
arange between any numerical values between the maximum
and minimum values noted above.

Notably, the raw material powder may have a particular
ratio of the content of Al,O; in the raw material powder
(CP,1503) to the content of free silica in the raw material
powder (CPg). The ratio may be expressed mathematically
as CP ;5 05/CPrg. CP 1, o5 can represent the content of Al, O
in the raw material powder measured as a wt. % of the total
weight of the raw material powder. CP.¢ can represent the
content of free silica in the raw material powder measured as
a wt. % of the total weight of the raw material powder. The
raw material powder may have a ratio CP,;, 55/CPgg of not
greater than about 5, such as, not greater than about 3, not
greater than about 1, not greater than about 0.5, not greater
than about 0.4, not greater than about 0.3, not greater than
about 0.2, not greater than about 0.1, not greater than about
0.01 or even not greater than about 0.005. In still other
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instances, the raw material powder may have a ratio CP ;, o/
CP ¢ of greater than about 0.0025, such as, greater than about
0.005, greater than about 0.01, greater than about 0.1, greater
than about 0.2, greater than about 0.3, greater than about 0.4,
greater than about 0.5, greater than about 0.6, greater than
about 0.7, greater than about 0.8 or even greater about 0.9. It
will be appreciated that the ratio CP ;5 ,3/CP5 may be any
value within a range between any of the maximum and mini-
mum values noted above. It will be further appreciated that
the ratio CP;,,3/CPrg may be any value within a range
between any numerical values between the maximum and
minimum values noted above.

Alternatively, the raw material powder may have a particu-
lar ratio of the content of Al,O; in the raw material powder
(CP 505) to the content of ZrSiO,, in the raw material powder
(CP,,504)- The ratio may be expressed mathematically as
CP_1505/CPsi0a- CPuinos can represent the content of
Al O, in the raw material powder measured as a wt. % of the
total weight of the raw material powder. CP,; ., can repre-
sent the content of ZrSiO, in the raw material powder mea-
sured as a wt. % of the total weight of the raw material
powder. The raw material powder may have a ratio CP 5,5/
CP_, ;04 of not greater than about 0.007, such as, not greater
than about 0.006, not greater than about 0.005, not greater
than about 0.004, not greater than about 0.003, not greater
than about 0.002 or even not greater than about 0.001. In still
other instances, the raw material powder may have a ratio
CP 1503/CP ;04 Of greater than about 0.0005, such as,
greater than about 0.001, greater than about 0.002, greater
than about 0.003, greater than about 0.004, greater than about
0.005 or even greater about 0.006. It will be appreciated that
the ratio CP ;5 53/CP ;04 may be any value within a range
between any of the maximum and minimum values noted
above. It will be further appreciated that the ratio CP ;, 5/
CP,, ;04 may be any value within a range between any
numerical values between the maximum and minimum val-
ues noted above.

The zircon grains in the raw material powder may include
a content of free silica of not greater than about 2.0 wt. %,
such as, not greater than about 1.9 wt. %, not greater than
about 1.8 wt. %, not greater than about 1.7 wt. %, not greater
than about 1.6 wt. %, not greater than about 1.5 wt. %, not
greater than about 1.4 wt. %, not greater than about 1.3 wt. %,
not greater than about 1.2 wt. %, not greater than about 1.1 wt.
%, not greater than about 1.0 wt. %, not greater than about 0.9
wt. %, not greater than about 0.8 wt. %, not greater than about
0.7 wt. %, not greater than about 0.6 wt. %, not greater than
about 0.5 wt. %, not greater than about 0.4 wt. %, not greater
than about 0.3 wt. % or even not greater than about 0.2 wt. %
for the total weight of the zircon grains in the raw material
powder. In still other instances, the zircon grains in the raw
material powder may include a content of free silica of greater
than about 0.1 wt. %, such as, greater than about 0.2 wt. %,
greater than about 0.3 wt. %, greater than about 0.4 wt.
greater than about 0.5 wt. %, greater than about 0.6 wt.
greater than about 0.7 wt. %, greater than about 0.8 wt.
greater than about 0.9 wt. %, greater than about 1.0 wt.
greater than about 1.1 wt. %, greater than about 1.2 wt.
greater than about 1.3 wt. %, greater than about 1.4 wt.
greater than about 1.5 wt. %, greater than about 1.6 wt. %,
greater than about 1.7 wt. %, greater than about 1.8 wt. % or
even greater about 1.9 wt. % for the total weight of the zircon
grains in the raw material powder. It will be appreciated that
the content of free silica in the zircon grains in the raw
material powder in wt. % for the total weight of the zircon
grains in the raw material powder may be any value within a
range between any of the maximum and minimum values
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noted above. It will be further appreciated that the content of
free silica in the zircon grains in the raw material powder in
wt. % for the total weight of the zircon grains in the raw
material powder may be any value within a range between any
numerical values between the maximum and minimum val-
ues noted above.

The zircon grains in the raw material powder may also be
substantially free of Al,O;. The zircon grains in the raw
material powder may include a content of Al,O; of not greater
than 0.5 wt. %, such as, not greater than about 0.45 wt. %, not
greater than about 0.4 wt. %, not greater than about 0.35 wt.
%, not greater than about 0.3 wt. %, not greater than about
0.25 wt. %, not greater than about 0.2 wt. %, not greater than
about 0.15 wt. %, not greater than about 0.1 wt. %, not greater
than about 0.05 wt. % or even not greater than about 0.01 wt.
% for the total weight of the zircon grains in the raw material
powder. In still other instances, the zircon grains in the raw
material powder may include a content of Al,O; of greater
than about 0.001 wt. %, such as, greater than about 0.01 wt.
%, greater than about 0.05 wt. %, greater than about 0.1 wt. %,
greater than about 0.15 wt. %, greater than about 0.2 wt. %,
greater than about 0.25 wt. %, greater than about 0.3 wt. %,
greater than about 0.35 wt. %, greater than about 0.4 wt. % or
even greater about 0.45 wt. % for the total weight of the zircon
grains in the raw material powder. It will be appreciated that
the content of Al,O; in the zircon grains in the raw material
powder in wt. % for the total weight of the zircon grains in the
raw material powder may be any value within a range
between any of the maximum and minimum values noted
above. It will be further appreciated that the content of Al,O;
in the zircon grains in the raw material powder in wt. % for the
total weight of the zircon grains in the raw material powder
may be any value within a range between any numerical
values between the maximum and minimum values noted
above.

A sintering aid may be combined with the raw material
powder to form a combined material mixture prior to shaping
the combined material mixture to form a green body. The
sintering aid may include an oxide, including, for example,
Ta,Os, TiO,, Nb,Os, Fe,O; or a combination thereof. In
specific embodiments, the sintering aid may consist essen-
tially of Ta,O,. The combined raw material mixture may
include a content of sintering aid of greater than about 0.2 wt.
%, such as, greater than about 0.3 wt. %, greater than about
0.4 wt. %, greater than about 0.5 wt. %, greater than about 0.6
wt. %, greater than about 0.7 wt. %, greater than about 0.8 wt.
%, greater than about 0.9 wt. %, greater than about 1.0 wt. %,
greater than about 1.1 wt. %, greater than about 1.2 wt. %,
greater than about 1.3 wt. % or even greater about 1.4 wt. %
for the total weight of the combined material mixture. In still
other instances, the combined raw material mixture may
include a content of sintering aid of not greater than about 1.5
wt. %, such as, not greater than about 1.4 wt. %, not greater
than about 1.3 wt. %, not greater than about 1.2 wt. %, not
greater than about 1.1 wt. %, not greater than about 1.0 wt. %,
not greater than about 0.9 wt. %, not greater than about 0.8 wt.
%, not greater than about 0.7 wt. %, not greater than about 0.6
wt. %, not greater than about 0.5 wt. %, not greater than about
0.4 wt. % or even not greater than about 0.3 wt. % for the total
weight of the combined material mixture. It will be appreci-
ated that the content of sintering aid in wt. % for the total
weight of the material mixture may be any value within a
range between any of the maximum and minimum values
noted above. It will be further appreciated that the content of
sintering aid in wt. % for the total weight of the material
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mixture may be any value within a range between any numeri-
cal values between the maximum and minimum values noted
above.

Notably, the combined material mixture may have a par-
ticular ratio of the content of sintering aid in the combined
material mixture (CPg,) to the content of free silica in the
combined material mixture (CP.g). The ratio may be
expressed mathematically as CP,,/CP. CPg, can represent
the content of sintering aid in the combined material mixture
measured as wt. % of the total weight of the combined mate-
rial mixture. CP . can represent the content of free silica in
the combined material mixture measured as wt. % of the total
weight of the combined material mixture. The combined
material mixture may have a ratio CP ,/CP .. of not greater
than about 15, such as, not greater than about 10, not greater
than about 5, not greater than about 1, not greater than about
0.5, not greater than about 0.4, not greater than about 0.3, not
greater than about 0.2, not greater than about 0.1 or even not
greater than about 0.05. In still other instances, the combined
material mixture may have a ratio CB,/CB ¢ of greater than
about 0.05, such as, greater than about 0.1, greater than about
0.2, greater than about 0.3, greater than about 0.4, greater than
about 0.5, greater than about 1, greater than about 5, greater
than about 10 or even greater than about 14. It will be appre-
ciated that the ratio CP,/CP.¢ may be any value within a
range between any of the maximum and minimum values
noted above. It will be further appreciated that the ratio CPg ,/
CPsmay be any value within a range between any numerical
values between the maximum and minimum values noted
above.

In other embodiments, the raw material powder may have
acontent of zirconia (ZrO,) of not greater than about 2 wt. %,
such as, not greater than about 1 wt. %, not greater than about
0.5 wt. %, not greater than about 0.3 wt. %, not greater than
about 0.2 wt. % or even not greater than about 0.1 wt. % for
the total weight of the raw material powder. In other embodi-
ments, the raw material powder may have a have a content of
Zr0O, of greater than about 0.05 wt. %, such as, greater than
about 0.1 wt. %, greater than about 0.2 wt. %, greater than
about 0.5 wt. %, greater than about 0.7 wt. % or even greater
than about 1.0 wt. % for the total weight of the raw material
powder. It will be appreciated that the content of ZrO, in wt.
% for the total weight of the raw material powder may be any
value within a range between any of the maximum and mini-
mum values noted above. It will be further appreciated that
the content of ZrO, in wt. % for the total weight of the raw
material powder may be any value within a range between any
numerical values between the maximum and minimum val-
ues noted above.

In other embodiments, the raw material powder may have
a minimal content of metal oxides, such as, for example, rare
earth oxides, alkali earth oxides, alkali oxides and any tran-
sition metal oxide not expressly disclosed herein. Rare earth
oxides may include any oxide compositions that include rare
earth metals from the lanthanide series (i.e., elements having
atomic numbers between 57 and 71), for example, lanthanum
oxide, cerium oxide and europium oxide Alkali earth oxides
may include any oxide compositions that include group two
metals (i.e., beryllium, magnesium, calcium, strontium,
barium and radium), for example, magnesium oxide, calcium
oxide and barium oxide Alkali oxides may include any oxide
compositions that include group one metals, (i.e., lithium,
sodium, potassium, rubidium, cesium, and francium), for
example, lithium oxide, potassium oxide and cesium oxide. A
raw material powder that has a minimal content of any oxide
noted above, for example, rare earth oxides, alkali earth
oxides, alkali oxides and any transition metal oxide not
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expressly disclosed herein, may have a content of that oxide
of not greater than about 1 wt. %, such as, not greater than
about 0.7 wt. %, not greater than about 0.5 wt. % or even not
greater than about 0.2 wt. % of the total weight of the raw
material powder.

In other embodiments, the raw material powder may have
a limited content of certain compounds that would exist in
conventional materials formed through conventional tech-
niques. For example, the raw material powder may have a
content of H,SiF, K,SiF or (NH,),SiF of not greater than
about 0.5 wt. %, such as, not greater than about 0.4 wt. %, not
greater than about 0.3 wt. %, not greater than about 0.2 wt. %,
not greater than about 0.1 wt. %, not greater than about 0.01
wt. % or event not greater than about 0.001 wt. % of a total
weight of the raw material powder. In still other instances, the
raw material powder may have a content of H,SiF ;, K,SiF ; or
(NH,),SiF of greater than about 0.0001 wt. %, such as,
greater than about 0.001 wt. %, greater than about 0.01 wt. %,
greater than about 0.1 wt. %, greater than about 0.2 wt. % or
event not greater than about 0.3 wt. % of a total weight of the
raw material powder. It will be appreciated that the content of
H,SiF, K,SiF or (NH,),SiF, in the raw material powder in
wt. % for the total weight of the raw material powder may be
any value within a range between any of the maximum and
minimum values noted above. It will be further appreciated
that the content of H,SiF, K,SiF, or (NH,),SiF, in the raw
material powder in wt. % for the total weight of the raw
material powder may be any value within a range between any
numerical values between the maximum and minimum val-
ues noted above.

In other embodiments, the raw material powder may have
a content of TiO, of not greater than about 1 wt. %, not greater
than about 0.9 wt. %, not greater than about 0.5 wt. %, not
greater than about 0.3 wt. %, or even not greater than about
0.2 wt. % for the total weight of the raw material powder. In
other embodiments, the raw material powder may have a have
a content of TiO, of greater than about 0.1 wt. %, such as,
greater than about 0.2 wt. %, greater than about 0.5 wt. %,
greater than about 0.7 wt. % or even greater than about 0.9 wt.
% for the total weight of the raw material powder. It will be
appreciated that the content of TiO, in wt. % for the total
weight of the raw material powder may be any value within a
range between any of the maximum and minimum values
noted above. It will be further appreciated that the content of
TiO, in wt. % for the total weight of the raw material powder
may be any value within a range between any numerical
values between the maximum and minimum values noted
above.

In other embodiments, the raw material powder may have
a content of Nb,O; of not greater than about 1 wt. %, not
greater than about 0.5 wt. %, not greater than about 0.3 wt. %,
not greater than about 0.25 wt. % or even en not greater than
about 0.05 wt. % for the total weight of the raw material
powder.

In other embodiments, the raw material powder may have
a total content of oxides Nb,O5 and Ta,O; of greater than
about 0.2 wt. %, greater than about 0.3 wt. %, greater than
about 0.5 wt. % or even greater about 0.8 wt. % for the total
weight of the raw material powder. In other embodiments, the
raw material powder may have a total content of oxides
Nb,O; and Ta,O; of not greater than about 2 wt. %, such as,
not greater than about 1.7 wt. %, not greater than about 1.5 wt.
% or even not greater than about 1.0 wt. % for the total weight
of the raw material powder.

In other embodiments, the raw material powder may have
acontent of P,O of not greater than about 1 wt. %, not greater
than about 0.9 wt. %, not greater than about 0.5 wt. %, not

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

greater than about 0.3 wt. %, or even not greater than about
0.2 wt. % for the total weight of the raw material powder. In
other embodiments, the raw material powder may have a have
a content of P,O5 of greater than about 0.1 wt. %, such as,
greater than about 0.2 wt. %, greater than about 0.5 wt. %,
greater than about 0.7 wt. % or even greater than about 0.9 wt.
% for the total weight of the raw material powder. It will be
appreciated that the content of P,O5 in wt. % for the total
weight of the raw material powder may be any value within a
range between any of the maximum and minimum values
noted above. It will be further appreciated that the content of
P,O5 in wt. % for the total weight of the raw material powder
may be any value within a range between any numerical
values between the maximum and minimum values noted
above.

In other embodiments, the raw material powder may have
a content of V,O; of not greater than about 1 wt. %, not
greater than about 0.9 wt. %, not greater than about 0.5 wt. %,
not greater than about 0.3 wt. %, or even not greater than
about 0.2 wt. % for the total weight of the raw material
powder.

In other embodiments, the raw material powder may have
a content of Fe,O; of not greater than about 0.2 wt. %, not
greater than about 0.1 wt. %, not greater than about 0.05 wt.
%, not greater than about 0.01 wt. %, or even not greater than
about 0.005 wt. % for the total weight of the raw material
powder. In other embodiments, the raw material powder may
have a have a content of Fe,O; of greater than about 0.0025
wt. %, such as, greater than about 0.005 wt. %, greater than
about 0.01 wt. %, greater than about 0.05 wt. % or even
greater than about 0.1 wt. % for the total weight of the raw
material powder. It will be appreciated that the content of
Fe,O; in wt. % for the total weight of the raw material powder
may be any value within a range between any of the maximum
and minimum values noted above. It will be further appreci-
ated that the content of Fe,O; in wt. % for the total weight of
the raw material powder may be any value within a range
between any numerical values between the maximum and
minimum values noted above.

In other embodiments, the raw material powder may have
a content of MnO of not greater than about 0.2 wt. %, not
greater than about 0.1 wt. %, not greater than about 0.05 wt.
%, not greater than about 0.01 wt. %, or even not greater than
about 0.005 wt. % for the total weight of the raw material
powder. In other embodiments, the raw material powder may
have a have a content of MnO of greater than about 0.0025 wt.
%, such as, greater than about 0.005 wt. %, greater than about
0.01 wt. %, greater than about 0.05 wt. % or even greater than
about 0.1 wt. % for the total weight of the raw material
powder. It will be appreciated that the content of MnO in wt.
% for the total weight of the raw material powder may be any
value within a range between any of the maximum and mini-
mum values noted above. It will be further appreciated that
the content of MnO in wt. % for the total weight of the raw
material powder may be any value within a range between any
numerical values between the maximum and minimum val-
ues noted above.

A particular embodiment of a component formed as
described above may include a body including zircon grains,
the body having an outer portion and an interior portion. The
body may have a free silica intergranular phase present
between the zircon grains and the free silica intergranular
phase may be distributed substantially uniformly through the
body. The intergranular phase may include free silica,
wherein the body comprises a content of free silica not greater
than about 2 wt. % for the total weight of the body.
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In other embodiments, the body may include a content of
free silica not greater than about 1.9 wt. %, such as, not
greater than about 1.8 wt. %, not greater than about 1.7 wt. %,
not greater than about 1.6 wt. %, not greater than about 1.5 wt.
%, not greater than about 1.4 wt. %, not greater than about 1.3
wt. %, not greater than about 1.2 wt. %, not greater than about
1.1 wt. %, not greater than about 1.0 wt. %, not greater than
about 0.9 wt. %, not greater than about 0.8 wt. %, not greater
than about 0.7 wt. %, not greater than about 0.6 wt. %, not
greater than about 0.5 wt. %, not greater than about 0.4 wt. %,
not greater than about 0.3 wt. % or even not greater than about
0.2 wt. % for a total weight of the body. In still other instances,
the body may include a content of free silica greater than
about 0.1 wt. %, such as, greater than about 0.2 wt. %, greater
than about 0.3 wt. %, greater than about 0.4 wt. %, greater
than about 0.5 wt. %, greater than about 0.6 wt. %, greater
than about 0.7 wt. %, greater than about 0.8 wt. %, greater
than about 0.9 wt. %, greater than about 1.0 wt. %, greater
than about 1.1 wt. %, greater than about 1.2 wt. %, greater
than about 1.3 wt. %, greater than about 1.4 wt. %, greater
than about 1.5 wt. %, greater than about 1.6 wt. %, greater
than about 1.7 wt. %, greater than about 1.8 wt. % or even
greater about 1.9 wt. % for the total weight of the body. It will
be appreciated that the content of free silica in the body in wt.
% for the total weight of the body may be any value within a
range between any of the maximum and minimum values
noted above. It will be further appreciated that the content of
free silica in the body in wt. % for the total weight of the body
may be any value within a range between any numerical
values between the maximum and minimum values noted
above.

In other embodiments, the body may be comprised mainly
of ZrSiO,. The body may include a content of ZrSiO, of
greater than about 95 wt. %, such as, greater than about 96 wt.
%, greater than about 97 wt. %, greater than about 98 wt. %,
greater than about 99 wt. % or even greater about 99.5 wt. %
for the total weight of the body. In still other instances, the
body may include a content of ZrSiO, of not greater than
about 99.9 wt. %, such as, not greater than about 99.5 wt. %,
not greater than about 99 wt. %, not greater than about 98 wt.
%, not greater than about 97 wt. %, not greater than about 96
wt. % or not greater than about 95 wt. % for the total weight
of'the body. It will be appreciated that the content of ZrSiO,
in the body in wt. % for the total weight of body may be any
value within a range between any of the maximum and mini-
mum values noted above. It will be further appreciated that
the content of ZrSiO, in the body in wt. % for the total weight
of'body may be any value within a range between any numeri-
cal values between the maximum and minimum values noted
above.

In other embodiments, the body may further include a
sintering aid. The sintering aid may be Ta,Os, TiO,, Nb,Os,
Fe,O; or any combination thereof. In specific embodiments,
the sintering aid may be essentially all Ta,O5. The body may
include a content of sintering aid of greater than about 0.2 wt.
%, such as, greater than about 0.3 wt. %, greater than about
0.4 wt. %, greater than about 0.5 wt. %, greater than about 0.6
wt. %, greater than about 0.7 wt. %, greater than about 0.8 wt.
%, greater than about 0.9 wt. %, greater than about 1.0 wt. %,
greater than about 1.1 wt. %, greater than about 1.2 wt. %,
greater than about 1.3 wt. % or even greater about 1.4 wt. %
for the total weight of the body. In still other instances, the
body may include a content of sintering aid of not greater than
about 1.5 wt. %, such as, not greater than about 1.4 wt. %, not
greater than about 1.3 wt. %, not greater than about 1.2 wt. %,
not greater than about 1.1 wt. %, not greater than about 1.0 wt.
%, not greater than about 0.9 wt. %, not greater than about 0.8
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wt. %, not greater than about 0.7 wt. %, not greater than about
0.6 wt. %, not greater than about 0.5 wt. %, not greater than
about 0.4 wt. % or even not greater than about 0.3 wt. % for
the total weight of the body. It will be appreciated that the
content of sintering aid in the body in wt. % for the total
weight of body may be any value within a range between any
of the maximum and minimum values noted above. It will be
further appreciated that the content of sintering aid in the
body in wt. % for the total weight of body may be any value
within a range between any numerical values between the
maximum and minimum values noted above.

Notably, the body may have a particular ratio of the content
of'sintering aid in the body (CBg,) to the content of free silica
in the body (CBjg). The ratio may be expressed mathemati-
cally as CB; ,/CB.c. CBg, can represent the content of sin-
tering aid in the body measured as wt. % of the total weight of
the combined material mixture. CB.¢ can represent the con-
tent of free silica in the body measured as wt. % of the total
weight of the body. The body may have a ratio CBg,/CB. of
not greater than about 15, such as, not greater than about 10,
not greater than about 5, not greater than about 1, not greater
than about 0.5, not greater than about 0.4, not greater than
about 0.3, not greater than about 0.2, not greater than about
0.1 or even not greater than about 0.05. In still other instances,
the body may have a ratio CB ,/CB of greater than about
0.05, such as, greater than about 0.1, greater than about 0.2,
greater than about 0.3, greater than about 0.4, greater than
about 0.5, greater than about 1, greater than about 5, greater
than about 10 or even greater than about 14. It will be appre-
ciated that the ratio CB,,/CB.¢ may be any value within a
range between any of the maximum and minimum values
noted above. It will be further appreciated that the ratio CBg ./
CBjymay be any value within a range between any numerical
values between the maximum and minimum values noted
above.

The body may be substantially free of Al,O;. The body
may include a content of Al,O; of not greater than 0.5 wt. %,
such as, not greater than 0.45 wt. %, not greater than 0.4 wt.
% wt. %, not greater than 0.35 wt. %, not greater than 0.3 wt.
%, not greater than 0.25 wt. %, not greater than 0.2 wt. %, not
greater than 0.15 wt. %, not greater than 0.1 wt. % or even not
greater than 0.05 wt. % for the total weight of the body. In still
other instances, the body may include a content of Al,O; of
greater than about 0.01 wt. %, such as, greater than about 0.05
wt. %, greater than about 0.1 wt. %, greater than about 0.15
wt. %, greater than about 0.2 wt. %, greater than about 0.25
wt. %, greater than about 0.3 wt. %, greater than about 0.35
wt. %, greater than about 0.4 or even greater about 0.45 wt. %
for the total weight of the body. It will be appreciated that the
content of Al,O; in the body in wt. % for the total weight of
body may be any value within a range between any of the
maximum and minimum values noted above. It will be further
appreciated that the content of Al,O; in the body in wt. % for
the total weight of body may be any value within a range
between any numerical values between the maximum and
minimum values noted above.

Notably, the body may have a particular ratio of the content
of Al,O; in the body (CB,,;, 3) to the content of free silica in
the body (CBLs). The ratio may be expressed mathematically
as CB 1»53/CBrs. CB ;5 o5 can represent the content of Al, O
in the body measured as a wt. % of the total weight of the
body. CBcan represent the content of free silica in the body
measured as a wt. % of the total weight of the body. The body
may have a ratio CB ;,53/CBzg of not greater than about 5,
such as, not greater than about 3, not greater than about 1, not
greater than about 0.5, not greater than about 0.4, not greater
than about 0.3, not greater than about 0.2, not greater than
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about 0.1, not greater than about 0.01 or even not greater than
about 0.005. In still other instances, the body may have a ratio
CB,_1503/CBs of greater than about 0.0025, such as, greater
than about 0.005, greater than about 0.01, greater than about
0.1, greater than about 0.2, greater than about 0.3, greater than
about 0.4, greater than about 0.5, greater than about 0.6,
greater than about 0.7, greater than about 0.8 or even greater
about 0.9. It will be appreciated that the ratio CB ;,,5/CBzs
may be any value within a range between any of the maximum
and minimum values noted above. It will be further appreci-
ated that the ratio CB_;, ,5/CBxg may be any value within a
range between any numerical values between the maximum
and minimum values noted above.

Alternatively, the body may have a particular ratio of the
content of Al,O; in the body (CB,,,,;) to the content of
ZrSi0, in the body (CB_,,5.4)- The ratio may be expressed
mathematically as CB ,;,53/CB,.c;04- CB. 105 Can represent
the content of Al,O; in the body measured as a wt. % of the
total weight ofthe body. CB ;. can represent the content of
71810, in the body measured as a wt. % of the total weight of
the body. The body may have aratio CB_;, 55/CB, ;04 0f not
greater than about 0.007, such as, not greater than about
0.006, not greater than about 0.005, not greater than about
0.004, not greater than about 0.003, not greater than about
0.002 or even not greater than about 0.001. In still other
instances, the raw material powder may have a ratio CB ,,, o5/
CB,, s;04 Of greater than about 0.0005, such as, greater than
about 0.001, greater than about 0.002, greater than about
0.003, greater than about 0.004, greater than about 0.005 or
even greater about 0.006. It will be appreciated that the ratio
CB_1505/CB, 504 may be any value within a range between
any of the maximum and minimum values noted above. It will
be further appreciated that the ratio CB ;5 53/CB 5,04 may be
any value within a range between any numerical values
between the maximum and minimum values noted above.

The zircon grains in the body may include a content of free
silica of not greater than about 2.0 wt. %, such as, not greater
than about 1.9 wt. %, not greater than about 1.8 wt. %, not
greater than about 1.7 wt. %, not greater than about 1.6 wt. %,
not greater than about 1.5 wt. %, not greater than about 1.4 wt.
%, not greater than about 1.3 wt. %, not greater than about 1.2
wt. %, not greater than about 1.1 wt. %, not greater than about
1.0 wt. %, not greater than about 0.9 wt. %, not greater than
about 0.8 wt. %, not greater than about 0.7 wt. %, not greater
than about 0.6 wt. %, not greater than about 0.5 wt. %, not
greater than about 0.4 wt. %, not greater than about 0.3 or
even not greater than about 0.2 wt. % for the total weight of
the zircon grains in the body. In still other instances, the
zircon grains in the body may include a content of free silica
of'greater than about 0.1 wt. %, such as, greater than about 0.2
wt. %, greater than about 0.3 wt. %, greater than about 0.4 wt.
%, greater than about 0.5 wt. %, greater than about 0.6 wt. %,
greater than about 0.7 wt. %, greater than about 0.8 wt. %,
greater than about 0.9 wt. %, greater than about 1.0 wt. %,
greater than about 1.1 wt. %, greater than about 1.2 wt. %,
greater than about 1.3 wt. %, greater than about 1.4 wt. %,
greater than about 1.5 wt. %, greater than about 1.6 wt. %,
greater than about 1.7 wt. %, greater than about 1.8 wt. % or
even greater about 1.9 wt. % for the total weight of the zircon
grains in the body. It will be appreciated that the content of
free silica in the zircon grains in the body in wt. % for the total
weight of the zircon grains in the body may be any value
within a range between any of the maximum and minimum
values noted above. It will be further appreciated that the
content of free silica in the zircon grains in the body in wt. %
for the total weight of the zircon grains in the body may be any
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value within a range between any numerical values between
the maximum and minimum values noted above.

The zircon grains in the body may also be substantially free
of'Al,O;. The zircon grains in the body may include a content
of AL,O; of not greater than 0.5 wt. %, such as, not greater
than about 0.45 wt. %, not greater than about 0.4 wt. %, not
greater than about 0.35 wt. %, not greater than about 0.3 wt.
%, not greater than about 0.25 wt. %, not greater than about
0.2 wt. %, not greater than about 0.15 wt. %, not greater than
about 0.1 wt. %, not greater than about 0.05 wt. % or even not
greater than about 0.01 wt. % for the total weight of the zircon
grains in the body. In still other instances, the zircon grains in
the body may include a content of Al,O; of greater than about
0.001 wt. %, such as, greater than about 0.01 wt. %, greater
than about 0.05 wt. %, greater than about 0.1 wt. %, greater
than about 0.15 wt. %, greater than about 0.2 wt. %, greater
than about 0.25 wt. %, greater than about 0.3 wt. %, greater
than about 0.35 wt. %, greater than about 0.4 wt. % or even
greater about 0.45 wt. % for the total weight of the zircon
grains in the body. It will be appreciated that the content of
Al,O; in the zircon grains in the body in wt. % for the total
weight of the zircon grains in the body may be any value
within a range between any of the maximum and minimum
values noted above. It will be further appreciated that the
content of Al,Oj in the zircon grains in the body in wt. % for
the total weight of the zircon grains in the body may be any
value within a range between any numerical values between
the maximum and minimum values noted above.

In other embodiments, the body may have a content of
zirconia (Zr0O,) of not greater than about 2 wt. %, such as, not
greater than about 1 wt. %, not greater than about 0.5 wt. %,
not greater than about 0.3 wt. %, not greater than about 0.2 wt.
% or even not greater than about 0.1 wt. % for the total weight
of'the body. In other embodiments, the body may have a have
a content of ZrO, of greater than about 0.05 wt. %, such as,
greater than about 0.1 wt. %, greater than about 0.2 wt. %,
greater than about 0.5 wt. %, greater than about 0.7 wt. % or
even greater than about 1.0 wt. % for the total weight of the
body. It will be appreciated that the content of ZrO, in wt. %
for the total weight of the body may be any value within a
range between any of the maximum and minimum values
noted above. It will be further appreciated that the content of
ZrO, in wt. % for the total weight of the body may be any
value within a range between any numerical values between
the maximum and minimum values noted above.

In other embodiments, the body may have a minimal con-
tent of metal oxides, such as, for example, rare earth oxides,
alkali earth oxides, alkali oxides and any transition metal
oxide not expressly disclosed herein. Rare earth oxides may
include any oxide compositions that include rare earth metals
from the lanthanide series (i.e., elements having atomic num-
bers between 57 and 71), for example, lanthanum oxide,
cerium oxide and europium oxide Alkali earth oxides may
include any oxide compositions that include group two met-
als (i.e., beryllium, magnesium, calcium, strontium, barium
and radium), for example, magnesium oxide, calcium oxide
and barium oxide Alkali oxides may include any oxide com-
positions that include group one metals, (i.e., lithium,
sodium, potassium, rubidium, cesium, and francium), for
example, lithium oxide, potassium oxide and cesium oxide. A
body that has a minimal content of any oxide noted above, for
example, rare earth oxides, alkali earth oxides, alkali oxides
and any transition metal oxide not expressly disclosed herein,
may have a content of that oxide of not greater than about 1
wt. %, such as, not greater than about 0.7 wt. %, not greater
than about 0.5 wt. % or even not greater than about 0.2 wt. %
of the total weight of the body.
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In other embodiments, the body may have a limited content
of certain compounds that would exist in conventional mate-
rials formed through conventional techniques. For example,
the body may have a content of H,SiF, K,SiF or (NH,),
SiF ; of not greater than about 0.5 wt. %, such as, not greater
than about 0.4 wt. %, not greater than about 0.3 wt. %, not
greater than about 0.2 wt. %, not greater than about 0.1 wt. %,
not greater than about 0.01 wt. % or event not greater than
about 0.001 wt. % of a total weight of the body. In still other
instances, the body may have a content of H,SiF, K,SiF or
(NH,),SiF of greater than about 0.0001 wt. %, such as,
greater than about 0.001 wt. %, greater than about 0.01 wt. %,
greater than about 0.1 wt. %, greater than about 0.2 wt. % or
event not greater than about 0.3 wt. % of a total weight of the
body. It will be appreciated that the content of H,SiF,, K,SiF
or (NH,),SiF in the body in wt. % for the total weight of the
body may be any value within a range between any of the
maximum and minimum values noted above. It will be further
appreciated that the content of H,SiF,, K,SiF¢ or (NH,),SiF
in the body in wt. % for the total weight of the body may be
any value within a range between any numerical values
between the maximum and minimum values noted above.

In other embodiments, the body may have a content of TiO,
of not greater than about 1 wt. %, not greater than about 0.9
wt. %, not greater than about 0.5 wt. %, not greater than about
0.3 wt. %, or even not greater than about 0.2 wt. % for the total
weight of the body. In other embodiments, the body may have
ahave a content of TiO, of greater than about 0.1 wt. %, such
as, greater than about 0.2 wt. %, greater than about 0.5 wt. %,
greater than about 0.7 wt. % or even greater than about 0.9 wt.
% for the total weight of the body. It will be appreciated that
the content of TiO, in wt. % for the total weight of the body
may be any value within a range between any of the maximum
and minimum values noted above. It will be further appreci-
ated that the content of TiO, in wt. % for the total weight of the
body may be any value within a range between any numerical
values between the maximum and minimum values noted
above.

In other embodiments, the body may have a content of
Nb,Os of not greater than about 1 wt. %, not greater than
about 0.5 wt. %, not greater than about 0.3 wt. %, not greater
than about 0.25 wt. % or even en not greater than about 0.05
wt. % for the total weight of the body.

In other embodiments, the body may have a total content of
oxides Nb,Os and Ta,O5 of greater than about 0.2 wt. %,
greater than about 0.3 wt. %, greater than about 0.5 wt. % or
even greater about 0.8 wt. % for the total weight of the body.
In other embodiments, the body may have a total content of
oxides Nb,Os and Ta,O5 of not greater than about 2 wt. %,
such as, not greater than about 1.7 wt. %, not greater than
about 1.5 wt. % or even not greater than about 1.0 wt. % for
the total weight of the body.

In other embodiments, the body may have a content of
P,O5 of not greater than about 1 wt. %, not greater than about
0.9 wt. %, not greater than about 0.5 wt. %, not greater than
about 0.3 wt. %, or even not greater than about 0.2 wt. % for
the total weight of the body. In other embodiments, the body
may have a have a content of P,O5 of greater than about 0.1
wt. %, such as, greater than about 0.2 wt. %, greater than
about 0.5 wt. %, greater than about 0.7 wt. % or even greater
than about 0.9 wt. % for the total weight of the body. It will be
appreciated that the content of P,O5 in wt. % for the total
weight of the body may be any value within a range between
any of the maximum and minimum values noted above. It will
be further appreciated that the content of P,O5 in wt. % for the
total weight of the body may be any value within a range
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between any numerical values between the maximum and
minimum values noted above.

In other embodiments, the body may have a content of
V,05 of not greater than about 1 wt. %, not greater than about
0.9 wt. %, not greater than about 0.5 wt. %, not greater than
about 0.3 wt. %, or even not greater than about 0.2 wt. % for
the total weight of the body.

In other embodiments, the body may have a content of
Fe,O, of not greater than about 0.2 wt. %, not greater than
about 0.1 wt. %, not greater than about 0.05 wt. %, not greater
than about 0.01 wt. %, or even not greater than about 0.005
wt. % for the total weight of the body. In other embodiments,
the body may have a have a content of Fe, O, of greater than
about 0.0025 wt. %, such as, greater than about 0.005 wt. %,
greater than about 0.01 wt. %, greater than about 0.05 wt. %
or even greater than about 0.1 wt. % for the total weight of the
body. It will be appreciated that the content of Fe,O; in wt. %
for the total weight of the body may be any value within a
range between any of the maximum and minimum values
noted above. It will be further appreciated that the content of
Fe,O, in wt. % for the total weight of the body may be any
value within a range between any numerical values between
the maximum and minimum values noted above.

In other embodiments, the body may have a content of
MnO of not greater than about 0.2 wt. %, not greater than
about 0.1 wt. %, not greater than about 0.05 wt. %, not greater
than about 0.01 wt. %, or even not greater than about 0.005
wt. % for the total weight of the body. In other embodiments,
the body may have a have a content of MnO of greater than
about 0.0025 wt. %, such as, greater than about 0.005 wt. %,
greater than about 0.01 wt. %, greater than about 0.05 wt. %
or even greater than about 0.1 wt. % for the total weight of the
body. It will be appreciated that the content of MnO in wt. %
for the total weight of the body may be any value within a
range between any of the maximum and minimum values
noted above. It will be further appreciated that the content of
MnO in wt. % for the total weight of the body may be any
value within a range between any numerical values between
the maximum and minimum values noted above.

In other embodiments, the zircon grains in the body may
have a median grain size (D50) of not greater than about 15
um, such as, not greater than about 14 pm, not greater than
about 12 pm, not greater than about 10 um, not greater than
about 9, um, not greater than about 8 um, not greater than
about 7 um, not greater than about 6 um, not greater than
about 5 um, not greater than about 4 um, not greater than
about 3, um or even not greater than about 2 um. Further the
zircon grains in the body may have a median grain size (D50)
of greater than about 1 pm, such as, greater than about 2 pm,
greater than about 3, um, greater than about 4 um, greater than
about 5 um, greater than about 6 um, greater than about 7 pum,
greater than about 8 um, greater than about 9 pum, greater than
about 10 pm, greater than about 12 pm or even greater than
about 14 um. It will be appreciated that zircon grains in the
body may have a median grain size (D50) of any value within
a range between any of the maximum and minimum values
noted above. It will be further appreciated the zircon grains in
the body may have a median grain size of any value within a
range between any numerical values between the maximum
and minimum values noted above.

In other embodiments, grain size distribution of zircon
grains in the body may be controlled such that the zircon
grains in the body may have a D90 grain size of not greater
than about 40 um, such as, not greater than about 30 pm, not
greater than about 20 um, not greater than about 15 pm or even
not greater than about 10 um. In still other instances, the
zircon grains in the body may have a D90 grain size of greater
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than about 5 um, such as, greater than about 10 um, greater
than about 15 um, greater than about 20 um or even greater
than about 30 pm. It will be appreciated that the zircon grains
in the body may have a D90 grain size of any value within a
range between any of the maximum and minimum values
noted above. It will be further appreciated that the zircon
grains in the body may have a D90 grain size of any value
within a range between any numerical values between the
maximum and minimum values noted above. It will be further
appreciated the zircon grains in the body may have a D90
grain size of any value within a range between any numerical
values between the maximum and minimum values noted
above.

In other embodiments, grain size distribution of the zircon
grains in the body may be controlled such that the zircon
grains in the body may have a D10 grain size of greater than
about 0.2 um, such as, greater than about 0.5 um, greater than
about 0.8 um or even greater than about 1.0 um. In still other
instances, the zircon grains in the body may have a D10 grain
size of not greater than about 1.1 pum, such as, not greater than
about 1.0 um, not greater than about 0.8 pm or even not
greater than about 0.5 um. It will be appreciated that the
zircon grains in the body may have a D10 grain size of any
value within a range between any of the maximum and mini-
mum values noted above, It will be further appreciated that
the zircon grains in the body may have a D10 grain size of any
value within a range between any numerical values between
the maximum and minimum values noted above.

Another particular embodiment of a component formed as
described above may include a body including zircon grains,
the body having an outer portion and an interior portion. The
intersection of the outer portion and the inner portion may be
measured at a depth of 5000 um from an outer surface of the
body. The body may have a free silica intergranular phase
present between the zircon grains. The free silica intergranu-
lar phase may include free silica, wherein the body comprises
a content of free silica not greater than about 2 wt. % for the
total weight of the body. Further, the outer portion of the body
may have an apparent porosity measured in volume percent
(P,,) and the interior portion of the body may have an appar-
ent porosity measured in volume percent (P,,).

Apparent porosity may be measured using ASTM C20. In
certain embodiments, P, and P,, may be substantially simi-
lar. For example, P, and P,, may have a difference of not
greater than about 25%, such as, not greater than about 20%,
not greater than about 15%, not greater than about 10%, not
greater than about 5%, not greater than about 4%, not greater
than about 3% or not greater than about 2% volume. In other
embodiments, P, and P,, may have a difference of greater
than about 1%, such as, greater than about 2%, greater than
about 3%, greater than about 4%, greater than about 5% or
greater than about 9% volume. It will be appreciated that the
difference in apparent porosity between P, and P,, may be
any value within a range between any of the maximum and
minimum values noted above. It will be further appreciated
that the difference in apparent porosity between P, and P,
may be any value within a range between any numerical
values between the maximum and minimum values noted
above.

Notably, the body may have a particular ratio of the appar-
ent porosity of the outer portion of the body (P,,) to apparent
porosity of the inner portion of the body (P,,). The ratio may
be expressed mathematically as P, /P, . P, canrepresent the
apparent porosity of the outer portion of the body measured in
volume percent. P,, can represent the apparent porosity of the
interior portion of the body measured in volume percent. In
certain embodiments, the body may include an apparent
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porosity ratio P,,,/P,, of not greater than about 1.9, such as,
not greater than about 1.8, not greater than about 1.7, not
greater than about 1.6, not greater than about 1.5, not greater
than about 1.4, not greater than about 1.3, not greater than
about 1.2 or even not greater than about 1.1. In other embodi-
ments, the body may include an apparent porosity ratio P,/
P,, of about 1. In still other embodiments, the body may
include an apparent porosity ratio P, /P,, of greater than
about 0.8, such as, greater than about 0.85, greater than about
0.9 or even greater than about 0.95. It will be appreciated that
the porosity ratio P, /P,, may be any value within a range
between any of the maximum and minimum values noted
above. It will be further appreciated that the porosity ratio
P_,/P,, may be any value within a range between any numeri-
cal values between the maximum and minimum values noted
above.

Another particular embodiment of a component formed as
described herein may include a body having a particular
content of open porosity (OP). Open porosity may be defined
as any porosity open and continuously assessable from the
surface of the body of the component. Open porosity may be
measured using ASTM D4404. In certain embodiments, the
body may include an open porosity of not greater than about
10 vol. % for a total volume of the body, such as, not greater
than about 9 vol. %, not greater than about 8 vol. %, not
greater than about 7 vol. %, not greater than about 6 vol. %,
not greater than about 5 vol. %, not greater than about 4 vol.
%, not greater than about 3 vol. %, not greater than about 2
vol. %, not greater than about 1 vol. %, not greater than about
0.5 vol. % or even not greater than about 0.1 vol. %. Accord-
ing to another embodiment, the body may include an open
porosity of at least about 0.001 vol. % for a total volume of the
body, such as, at least about 0.01 vol. %, at least about 0.1 vol.
%, at least about 0.5 vol. %, at least about 1 vol. %, at least
about 2 vol. %, at least about 3 vol. %, at least about 4 vol %,
at least about 5 vol. %, at least about 6 vol. %, at least about
7 vol %, or ever at least about 8 vol % for the total volume of
the body. It will be appreciated that the body may include a
content of open porosity of any value within a range between
any of the maximum and minimum values noted above. It will
be further appreciated that the body may include an open
porosity within a range between any numerical values
between the maximum and minimum values noted above.

Another particular embodiment of a component formed as
described above may include a body including zircon grains,
the body having an outer portion and an interior portion. The
body may have a free silica intergranular phase present
between the zircon grains. The free silica intergranular phase
may include free silica, wherein the body comprises a content
offree silica not greater than about 2 wt. % for the total weight
of the body. Further, the body may have at least one charac-
teristic selected from the group consisting of 1) a fracture
toughness (K1c) of greater than about 1.55 MPa-m™~, 2) a
modulus of rupture (MoR) of greater than about 60 MPa, 3) a
density of greater than about 4.0 g/cm®, 4) a modulus of
elasticity (MoE) of greater than about 175 GPa, 5) a Vickers
hardness of greater than about 6.0 GPA, and 6) any combina-
tion thereof.

Klcmay be determined by indentation according to ASTM
E384-89. In other embodiments, the body may have a K1c of
greater than about 1.6 MPa-m™°-%, such as, greater than about
1.7 MPa-m™, greater than about 1.8 MPa-m™°, greater
than about 1.9 MPa-m™°~, greater than about 2.0 MPa-m™°-,
greater than about 2.1 MPa-m™%, greater than about 2.2
MPa-m~", greater than about 2.3 MPa-m™~ greater than
about 2.4 MPa-m™~, greater than about 2.5 MPam™°?,
greater than about 2.6 MPa-m™%, greater than about 2.7
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MPa-m™", greater than about 2.8 MPa-m™~, greater than
about 2.9 MPa-m™">, greater than about 3.0 MPam™°?,
greater than about 3.1 MPa-m™%, greater than about 3.2
MPa-m™", greater than about 3.3 MPa-m™~, greater than
about 3.4 MPa-m™">, greater than about 3.5 MPam™"?,
greater than about 3.6 MPa-m™%°, greater than about 3.7
MPa-m~%?, greater than about 3.8 MPa-m~°-° or even greater
than about 3.9 MPa-m~°-. In still other instances, the body
can have a K1c of not greater than about 4.0 MPa-m~%*, such
as, not greater than about 3.5 MPa-m™> not greater than
about 3.4 MPa-m ™%, not greater than about 3.3 MPa-m™">,
not greater than about 3.2 MPa-m~°-, not greater than about
3.1 MPa-m™, not greater than about 3.0 MPa-m™°°, not
greater than about 2.9 MPa-m™"-®, not greater than about 2.8
MPa-m™>, not greater than about 2.7 MPa-m~°°, not
greater than about 2.6 MPa-m™=-%, not greater than about 2.5
MPa-m™>, not greater than about 2.4 MPa-m~°°, not
greater than about 2.3 MPa-m~°-, not greater than about 2.2
MPa-m %>, not greater than about 2.1 MPa-m™°°, not
greater than about 2.0 MPa-m~°-, not greater than about 1.9
MPa-m™®°, not greater than about 1.8 MPa-m™°°, not
greater than about 1.7 MPa-m~°-, not greater than about 1.6
MPa-m~%?, not greater than about 1.5 MPa-m™"">, not greater
than about 1.4 MPa-m=° or even not greater than about 1.3
MPa-m~. It will be appreciated that the Klc may be any
value within a range between any of the maximum and mini-
mum values noted above. It will be further appreciated that
the K1c may be any value within a range between any numeri-
cal values between the maximum and minimum values noted
above.

MoR may be determined using a 4-point bending flexure
test at room temperature according to ASTM C133. In one
embodiment, the body may have a MoR of greater than about
70 MPa, such as, greater than about 80 MPa, greater than
about 90 MPa, greater than about 100, MPa, greater than
about 110 MPa, greater than about 120, MPa, greater than
about 130 MPa, greater than about 140 MPa, greater than
about 150 MPa, greater than about 160 MPa, greater than
about 170, MPa, greater than about 180 MPa, greater than
about 190 MPa, greater than about 200 MPa or even greater
about 210 MPa. In still other instances, the body may have a
MoR of not greater than about 220 MPa, such as, not greater
than about 210 MPa, not greater than about 200 MPa, not
greater than about 190 MPa, not greater than about 180 MPa,
not greater than about 170 MPa, not greater than about 160
MPa, not greater than about 150 MPa, not greater than about
140 MPa, not greater than about 130 MPa, not greater than
about 120 MPa, not greater than about 110 MPa, not greater
than about 100 MPa, not greater than about 90 MPa, not
greater than about 80 MPa or even not greater than about 70
MPa. It will be appreciated that the MoR may be any value
within a range between any of the maximum and minimum
values noted above. It will be further appreciated that the
MoR may be any value within a range between any numerical
values between the maximum and minimum values noted
above.

Density (D) may be determined using apparent specific
gravity according to ASTM C20. In one embodiment, the
body of the component may have a density of greater than
about 4.0 g/cm?>, such as, greater than about 4.1 g/cm?, greater
than about greater than about 4.2 g/cm?, greater than about
4.3 g/em® or even greater about 4.4 g/cm®. In still other
instances, the body of the component may have a density of
not greater than about not greater than about 4.5 g/cm?, such
as, not greater than about 4.4 g/cm’, not greater than about 4.3
g/em?, not greater than about 4.2 g/cm?® or not greater than
about 4.1 g/cm?>. Tt will be appreciated that the density may be
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any value within a range between any of the maximum and
minimum values noted above. It will be further appreciated
that the density may be any value within a range between any
numerical values between the maximum and minimum val-
ues noted above.

MoE may be determined using e-mod acoustic frequency
measurement according to ASTM C1259. In one embodi-
ment, the body may have a MoE of greater than about 180
GPa, such as, greater than about 185 GPa, greater than about
190 GPa, greater than about 195 GPa or even greater about
200 GPa, as measured at room temperature using the 4 point
test. In still other instances, the body may have a MoE of not
greater than about 210 GPa, such as, not greater than about
200 GPa, not greater than about 195 GPa, not greater than
about 190 GPa or even not greater than about 185 GPa. It will
be appreciated that the MoE may be any value within a range
between any of the maximum and minimum values noted
above. It will be further appreciated that the MoE may be any
value within a range between any numerical values between
the maximum and minimum values noted above.

Vickers hardness may be determined according to ASTM
E384. In one embodiment, the body of the component may
have a Vickers hardness of greater than about 6.1 GPa, such
as, greater than about 6.2 GPa, greater than about 6.3 GPa,
greater than about 6.4 GPa, greater than about 6.5 GPa,
greater than about 6.6 GPa, greater than about 6.7 GPa,
greater than about 6.8 GPa, greater than about 6.9 GPa,
greater than about 7.0 GPa, greater than about 7.1 GPa,
greater than about 7.2 GPa, greater than about 7.3 GPa,
greater than about 7.4 GPa, greater than about 7.5 GPa,
greater than about 7.6 GPa, greater than about 7.7 GPa,
greater than about 7.8 GPa or even greater about 7.9 GPa. The
body may also have a Vickers hardness not greater than about
8.0 GPa, such as, not greater than about 8.0 GPa, not greater
than about 7.9 GPa, not greater than about 7.8 GPa, not
greater than about 7.7 GPa, not greater than about 7.6 GPa,
not greater than about 7.5 GPa, not greater than about 7.4
GPa, not greater than about 7.3 GPa, not greater than about
7.2 GPa, not greater than about 7.1 GPa, not greater than
about 7.0 GPa, not greater than about 6.9 GPa, not greater
than about 6.8 GPa, not greater than about 6.7 GPa, not
greater than about 6.6 GPa, not greater than about 6.5 GPa,
not greater than about 6.4 GPa, not greater than about 6.3
GPa, not greater than about 6.2 GPa or even not greater than
about 6.1 GPa. It will be appreciated that the Vickers hardness
may be any value within a range between any of the maximum
and minimum values noted above. It will be further appreci-
ated that the Vickers hardness may be any value within arange
between any numerical values between the maximum and
minimum values noted above.

Creep strain rate may be measure using an isothermal creep
test. In an isothermal creep test, a four point bending test
configuration may be used where the distance L. between the
outer supports may be 80 mm and the distance 1 between the
inner supports may be 40 mm. A sample bar having a height
of' 8 mm, a width of 9 mm and a length of 100 mm was placed
on these supports and a stress of 2 MPa may be applied at the
center of the sample bar. The temperature may be maintained
a constant 1275° C. or a 1300° C. The change in sag (in mm)
of'the sample bar over 50 hours may be recorded and the strain
deformation of the bar may also be computed using the Hol-
lenberg equations. The mean deformation of creep rate (Vd),
given in ppm/hr, may then be calculated. Average and median
values of creep strain rate may be derived from a statistically
relevant sample size.

In one embodiments, the body may have a creep strain rate
of'not greater than about 50.0 ppm/h, such as, not greater than
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about 40 ppm/h, not greater than about 30 ppm/h, not greater
than about 20 ppm/h, not greater than about 10 ppm/h, not
greater than about 5 ppm/h, not greater than about 3.0 ppm/h,
not greater than about 1.5 ppm/h, not greater than about 1.0
ppmv/h, not greater than about 0.5 ppm/h or even not greater
about 0.25 ppm/h, measured at 1275° C. over a period of 50
hours. In still other instances, the body may have a creep
strain rate of greater than about 0.15 ppm/h, such as, greater
than about 0.25 ppm/h, greater than about 0.5 ppm/h, greater
than about 1.0 ppm/h, greater than about 1.5 ppmvh, greater
than about 3 ppm/h, greater than about 5 ppm/h, greater than
about 10 ppm/h, greater than about 20 ppm/h, greater than
about 30.0 ppm/h or even greater than about 40 ppnv/h mea-
sured at 1275° C. over a period of 50 hours. It will be appre-
ciated that the creep strain rate at 1275° C. may be any value
within a range between any of the maximum and minimum
values noted above. It will be further appreciated that the
creep strain rate at 1275° C. may be any value within a range
between any numerical values between the maximum and
minimum values noted above. The values above may repre-
sent average or median values of creep strain rate derived
from a statistically relevant sample size.

In one embodiment, the body may have a creep strain rate
of'not greater than about 50.0 ppm/h, such as, not greater than
about 40 ppm/h, not greater than about 30 ppm/h, not greater
than about 20 ppm/h, not greater than about 10 ppm/h, not
greater than about 5 ppm/h, not greater than about 3.0 ppm/h,
not greater than about 1.5 ppm/h, not greater than about 1.0
ppmv/h, not greater than about 0.5 ppm/h or even not greater
about 0.25 ppm/h, measured at 1300° C. over a period of 50
hours. In still other instances, the body may have a creep
strain rate of greater than about 0.15 ppm/h, such as, greater
than about 0.25 ppm/h, greater than about 0.5 ppm/h, greater
than about 1.0 ppm/h, greater than about 1.5 ppmvh, greater
than about 3 ppm/h, greater than about 5 ppm/h, greater than
about 10 ppm/h, greater than about 20 ppm/h, greater than
about 30.0 ppm/h or even greater than about 40 ppnv/h mea-
sured at 1300° C. over a period of 50 hours. It will be appre-
ciated that the creep strain rate at 1300° C. may be any value
within a range between any of the maximum and minimum
values noted above. It will be further appreciated that the
creep strain rate at 1300° C. may be any value within a range
between any numerical values between the maximum and
minimum values noted above.

Crucible blistering may be determined using a crucible
blistering test. In a crucible blistering test, a crucible is core
drilled from a sample block. The crucible may have a height
of 40 mm and a diameter of 50 mm, with a hole in the middle
of'the crucible having a height of 30 mm and a diameter of 30
mm. Once prepared, the crucible may be cleaned using DI
water in an ultrasonic bath to eliminate any possible residues
from machining and then dried. Once dried, the crucible may
be filled with 20 g of broken pieces of glass and then heated up
to the testing temperature and soaked for an extended period
of time (72 h or 120 h, or 360 h). After the soak is completed
the crucible is cooled down to room temperature. The crucible
is then cut vertically to expose the glass and blistering inten-
sity is observed. In one test, materials may be tested at 1200°
C.in LCD glass A for 360 h. In yet another test, material may
be tested at 1250° C. for 72 h in LCD glass A. In another test,
material may be tested with LTPS glass B at 1250° C. for 360
h.

Blistering may be alternatively tested using a plaque blis-
tering test. In a plaque blistering test, a 5x15x15 mm plaque
of'the material to test may be cut and then polished (30 micron
grit). The plaque may be cleaned using DI water in an ultra-
sonic bath to eliminate any possible residues from machining
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and dried. The plaque may be positioned in a 99.9% Al,O,
bonded crucible (25 mm of diameter, 40 mm of height, 2 mm
of wall thickness) in between 2 horizontal layers of glass
totaling approximately 20 g of glass. The plaque may then be
heated up to the testing temperature and maintained at the
testing temperature for an extended period of time. After the
soak is completed, the plaque may be cooled down and cut to
expose the glass. The plaque may then be cut vertically to
expose the glass and blistering intensity is observed. In one
instance, the test may be run at 1250° C. for 120 h with LCD
glass A.

Notably, blistering (i.e., crucible blistering or plaque blis-
tering) in components that include zircon formed according
to embodiments described herein has been determined to be
lower as compared to conventional zircon-based materials
formed according to conventional methods.

Another particular embodiment of a component formed as
described above may include a body that may include a par-
ticular Open Porosity/Density Zero Point (PDZP). FIG. 3 is
an open porosity vs. density scatter plot comparing data
points corresponding to components formed according to
embodiments described herein and components formed
according to conventional processes. Data points 301 corre-
spond to values of open porosity and density for the compo-
nents of the embodiments herein, and such values may be
used to derive an open porosity/density ratio value (OP/D) for
each component. Data points 302 and 303 correspond to
values of open porosity and density for multiple example
components formed according to convention processes,
which may be used to derive open porosity/density ratio val-
ues for each of the example components. PDZP is a value
extrapolated from the linear regression of data points 301 and
may be calculated for any given component based on the
equation PDZP=0P+35.844%*D, where D is the density of the
body of the component and OP is the open porosity of the
body of the component.

According to one embodiment, the component may
include a body that may include a PDZP of at least about 154,
such as, at least about 155, at least about 156, at least about
157 or even at least about 158. According to another embodi-
ment, the component may include a body that may include a
PDZP of not greater than about 159, such as, not greater than
about 158, not greater than about 157, not greater than about
156, not greater than about 155 or even not greater than about
155. It will be appreciated that the PDZP may be any value
within a range between any of the maximum and minimum
values noted above. It will be further appreciated that the
PDZP may be any value within a range between any numeri-
cal values between the maximum and minimum values noted
above.

Inparticular instances, the bodies of the components herein
may have a particular open porosity for a given density value.
For example, in certain instances, the a body having a density
of approximately 4.1 g/cc (plus or minus 0.5 g/cc), the open
porosity may be within a range between about 5.5 vol % and
about 12 vol %. Moreover, for a body having a density of not
greater than about 4.15 g/cc (plus or minus 0.5 g/cc), the open
porosity may be within a range between about 5.5 vol % and
about 9 vol %. In other instances, for a body having a density
of'not greater than about 4.2 g/cc (plus or minus 0.5 g/cc), the
open porosity may be within a range between about 4.5 vol %
and about 9 vol %. In other instances, for a body having a
density of not greater than about 4.25 g/cc (plus or minus 0.5
g/cc), the open porosity may be within a range between about
3 vol % and about 9 vol %.

Another particular embodiment of a component formed as
described above may include a body including zircon grains,
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the body having an outer portion and an interior portion. The
body may have a free silica intergranular phase present
between the zircon grains. The free silica intergranular phase
may include free silica, wherein the body comprises a content
offree silica not greater than about 2 wt. % for the total weight
of'the body. Further, the body may suffer a dynamic corrosion
rate of not greater than about 100 pm/day.

Dynamic corrosion rate may be tested at 1550° C. in alkali-
free borosilicate testing glass with a rotating speed of 0.04
RPM for 72-90 hours. Dynamic corrosion rate may be tested
by drilling a core sample from a block to form a 20 mm
ODx100 mm long finger. These samples (up to 6 per test) are
then hung using a ceramic sample holder and equally distrib-
uted around 800 mm diameter circle. During the test, the
samples may be partially immerged in a platinum crucible
filled with the testing glass. After the test, the samples are
removed from the glass and then cooled down. The remaining
volume of the samples after the test may be used to calculate
the corrosion rate along the diameter of the sample.

In one embodiment, the body may suffer dynamic corro-
sion rate of not greater than about 90 um/day, such as, not
greater than about 80 um/day, not greater than about 70
um/day or even not greater than about 60 um/day. In still other
instances, the body may suffer dynamic corrosion of greater
than about 50 um/day, such as, greater than about 60 um/day,
greater than about 70 pm/day, greater than about 80 um/day or
even greater about 90 um/day. It will be appreciated that the
body may suffer dynamic corrosion of any value within a
range between any of the maximum and minimum values
noted above. It will be further appreciated that the body may
suffer dynamic corrosion of any value within a range between
any numerical values between the maximum and minimum
values noted above.

Another particular embodiment of a component formed as
described above may include a body including zircon grains,
the body having an outer portion and an interior portion. The
intersection of the outer portion and the inner portion may be
measured at a depth of 5000 um from an outer surface of the
body. The body may have a free silica intergranular phase
present between the zircon grains. The free silica intergranu-
lar phase may include free silica, wherein the body comprises
a content of free silica not greater than about 2 wt. % for the
total weight of the body. Further, the interconnectivity of the
free silica intergranular phase in the outer portion of the body
may be greater than about 10%.

In other embodiments, the interconnectivity of the free
silica intergranular phase in the outer portion of the body may
be greater than about 15%, such as, greater than about 20%,
greater than about 25%, greater than about 30%, greater than
about 35%, greater than about 40%, greater than about 45%,
greater than about 50%, greater than about 55%, greater than
about 60%, greater than about 65%, greater than about 70%,
greater than about 75%, greater than about 80%, greater than
about 85%, greater than about 90% or even greater about
95%. In still other instances, the interconnectivity of the free
silica intergranular phase in the outer portion of the body may
be not greater than about 100%, such as, not greater than
about 95%, not greater than about 90%, not greater than about
85%, not greater than about 80%, not greater than about 75%,
not greater than about 70%, not greater than about 65%, not
greater than about 60%, not greater than about 55%, not
greater than about 50%, not greater than about 45%, not
greater than about 40%, not greater than about 35%, not
greater than about 30%, not greater than about 25%, not
greater than about 20%, or even not greater than about 15%.
It will be appreciated that the interconnectivity of the free
silica intergranular phase in the outer portion of the body may
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be any value within a range between any of the maximum and
minimum values noted above. It will be further appreciated
that the interconnectivity of the free silica intergranular phase
in the outer portion of the body may be any value within a
range between any numerical values between the maximum
and minimum values noted above.

Notably, the body may have a particular ratio of the inter-
connectivity of the free silica intergranular phase in the outer
portion of the body (IC,,) to the interconnectivity of the free
silica intergranular phase in the interior portion of the body
(IC,,). The ratio may be expressed mathematically as IC,/
IC,,.1C,, can represent the interconnectivity of the free silica
intergranular phase in the outer portion of the body. IC,, can
represent the interconnectivity of the free silica intergranular
phase in the interior portion of the body. In certain embodi-
ments, the body may include an interconnectivity ratio IC,,/
IC,, of greater than about 0.8, such as, greater than about 0.85,
greater than about 0.9, greater than about 0.95 or even greater
about 0.99. In other embodiments, the body may include an
interconnectivity ratio IC,,/IC,, of about 1. In still other
embodiments, the body may include an interconnectivity
ratio IC,,/IC,, of not greater than about 1.2, such as, not
greater than about 1.15, not greater than about 1.1, not greater
than about 1.1 or even not greater than about 1.05. It will be
appreciated that the interconnectivity ratio IC, /IC,, may be
any value within a range between any of the maximum and
minimum values noted above. It will be further appreciated
that the interconnectivity ratio I1C,,/IC,, may be any value
within a range between any numerical values between the
maximum and minimum values noted above.

FIG. 4 illustrates an image of the microstructure of a zircon
component formed according to embodiments described
herein. FIG. 5 illustrates the microstructure of a zircon com-
ponent formed according to conventional methods, which
includes treating the outer portion of a zircon component with
and HF solution. In FIGS. 4 and 5, zircon grains appear grey,
free silica appears light grey and apparent porosity in the
surface of the sample appears black. Notably, there is a sig-
nificantly less amount of free silica (light grey) shown in the
image of the microstructure of the zircon component formed
according to conventional methods, as shown in FIG. 5, than
there is in the microstructure of the zircon component formed
according to embodiments described herein, as shown in FIG.
4. Further, there is a significantly greater amount of apparent
porosity (black), shown in the image of the microstructure of
the zircon component formed according to conventional
methods, as shown in FIG. 5, than there is in the microstruc-
ture of the zircon component formed according to embodi-
ments described herein, as shown in FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 illustrates an image of a portion of a conventional
component including zircon treated with hydrogen fluoride
(HF). Notably, FIG. 5 shows that the free silica is not distrib-
uted substantially uniformly throughout the full body of the
conventional component, and notable the content of free
silica at the interior of the body is significantly greater than
the content of free silica at the outer portion.

EXAMPLES

Turning to particular working examples, multiple compo-
sitions were prepared and tested, the examples being formed
according to embodiments described herein.

Table 1 summarizes the composition and measured physi-
cal characteristics of Examples 1-9. Examples 1-9 are
examples of zircon components formed according to embodi-
ments described herein.
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TABLE 1
Example Zircon Materials Formed According to Embodiments Described Herein
Example Example FExample Example Example Example Example Example Example
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Total FS in batch (wt. %) 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.2 0.4 0.5 0.4
Total Al,O; in batch (wt. %) 0.24 0.1 0.1 0.35 0.1 0.13 0.03 0.13 0.03
Density (g/cm3) 4.11 4.38 4.19 4.14 4.36 4.29 4.45 4.49 4.43
Open porosity (vol %) 8.0 0.4 5.9 7.2 0.2 0.9 0.1 0.2 0.4
FS after sintering (wt. %) 1.1 0.9 0.5 1.0 0.9 0.4 0.7 0.75 0.56
Creep rate at 1275° C. 27.1 5.2 1.9 21.2 5.8
2 MPa - 50 h (ppm/h)
Creep rate at 1300° C. 50.1 7.1 39 17.8 8.1
2 MPa - 50 h (ppm/h)
Crucible blistering - Low Low Low
LCD A 1200° C.-360 h
Plaque blistering in Low Low
LCD A at 1250° C. - 120 h
Crucible blistering - Low
LCDA1250°C.-72h
Crucible blistering - Low Low Low
LTPS B 1250°C.-360 h
RT MOR (MPa) - 4 points 113.3 88.3 128.2
bending test
RT MOE (GPa) - ASTM 227 187 226.7
C1259
Klc (MPa-m'?)- 1.85 1.67
ASTM E384-89 by
indentation
Hardnes (Hv) (GPa) 8.0 8.0 7.6
Open Porosity/Density 155.3 157.4 156.1 155.6 156.5 154.7 159.6 161.1 159.2

Zero Point (PDZP)

Examples 1-9 were formed from unprocessed raw material
comprising zircon and other components. The unprocessed
raw material was first milled to a finer particle size and com-
bined with sintering aids (Ta,O5 or TiO,) and, in certain
instances, other additives (Al,O;, SiO, (quartz), Fe,O;, etc.)
to form a batch.

The unprocessed raw material used in Example 1 was
milled in a dry ball mill with zircon media. The milling
process added impurities to the powder by contamination
from the media (i.e., SiO,, Al,O;, CaO, MgO, Fe,O,).

The raw materials used in Examples 2-9 were milled in a
wet ball mill with high purity zirconia media. The wt. % of
solids in the slurry was kept to approximately 60 wt. % for the
total weight of the slurry. The sintering aid (TiO, or Ta,O;)
and other additives were added before the milling process.

In Example 1, the batch comprised approximately 99 wt. %
milled material A for the total weight of the batch and 1 wt. %
Ta, O, for the total weight of the batch. Milled material A was
milled to a median (D50) particle size of 3.8 um. Milled
material A included a content of Al,O; of 0.24 wt. % for the
total weight of the milled material A. Milled material A fur-
ther included a content of free silica 0 0.51 wt. % for the total
weight of the milled material A. The total contents of the
batch added up to be 100%.

In Example 2, the batch comprised approximately 99 wt. %
milled material B for the total weight of the batch and 1 wt. %
Ta, O, for the total weight of the batch. Milled material B was
milled to a median (D50) particle size of 4.8 um. Milled
material B included a content of Al,O; of 0.10 wt. % for the
total weight of the milled material B. Milled material B fur-
ther included a content of free silica 0 0.47 wt. % for the total
weight of the milled material B. The total contents of the
batch added up to be 100%.

In Example 3, the batch comprised approximately 99 wt. %
milled material G for the total weight of the batch and 1 wt. %
Ta, O, for the total weight of the batch. Milled material G was
milled to a median (D50) particle size of 4.5 pum. Milled
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material G included a content of Al,O; 0f 0.11 wt. % for the
total weight of the milled material G. Milled material G
further included a content of free silica of 0.45 wt. % for the
total weight of the milled material G. The total content of the
batch added up to be 100%.

In Example 4, the batch comprised approximately 98.75
wt. % milled material B for the total weight of the batch, 1 wt.
% Ta,Oys for the total weight of the batch and 0.25 wt.5 Al,O;
for the total weight of the batch. Milled material B was milled
to a median (D50) particle size of 4.8 um. Milled material B
included a content of Al,O; of 0.10 wt. % for the total weight
of the milled material B. Milled material B further included a
content of free silica of 0.47 wt. % for the total weight of the
milled material B. The total content of the batch added up to
be 100%.

In Example 5, the batch comprised approximately 99.2 wt.
% milled material B for the total weight of the batch and 0.8
wt. % Ta, Oy for the total weight of the batch. Milled material
B was milled to amedian (D50) particle size of 4.8 um. Milled
material B included a content of Al,O; of 0.10 wt. % for the
total weight of the milled material B. Milled material B fur-
ther included a content of free silica 0f 0.47 wt. % for the total
weight of the milled material B. The total content of the batch
added up to be 100%.

In Example 6, the batch comprised approximately 99.5 wt.
% milled material C for the total weight of the batch and 0.5
wt. % TiO, for the total weight of the batch. Milled material
C was milled to amedian (D50) particle size of 2.8 um. Milled
material C included a content of Al,O; of 0.12 wt. % for the
total weight of the milled material C. Milled material C fur-
ther included a content of free silica 0f 0.17 wt. % for the total
weight of the milled material C. The total content of the batch
added up to be 100%.

In Example 7, the batch comprised approximately 99.5 wt.
% milled material D for the total weight of the batch and 0.5
wt. % TiO, for the total weight of the batch. Milled material
D was milled to a median (D50) particle size of 2.9 pm.
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Milled material D included a content of Al,O; 0of 0.03 wt. %
for the total weight of the milled material D. Milled material
D further included a content of free silica of 0.4 wt. % for the
total weight of the milled material D. The total content of the
batch added up to be 100%.

In Example 8, the batch comprised approximately 99 wt. %
milled material E for the total weight of the batch and 1 wt. %
Ta, O, for the total weight of the batch. Milled material E was
milled to a median (D50) particle size of 4.8 um. Milled
material E included a content of Al,O; of 0.1 wt. % for the
total weight of the milled material E. Milled material E fur-
ther included a content of free silica of 0.5 wt. % for the total
weight of the milled material E. The total content of the batch
added up to be 100%.

In Example 9, the batch comprised approximately 99 wt. %
milled material F for the total weight of the batch and 1 wt. %
Ta,Oj4 for the total weight of the batch. Milled material F was
milled to a median (D50) particle size of 4.9 um. Milled
material F included a content of Al,0; of 0.03 wt. % for the
total weight of the milled material F. Milled material F further
included a content of free silica of 0.4 wt. % for the total
weight of the milled material F. The total content of the batch
added up to be 100%.

In Example 1-9, the combined materials were then spray
dried and the spray dried granules were pressed into a block
shape in a cold isostatic press at room temperature under a
pressure of 100 MPa and 140 MPa. The blocks were then
sintered at a maximum temperature of 1600° C. for 28 h.

Table 2 summarizes the composition and physical charac-
teristics of Examples 10 and 11. Examples 10 and 11 are
examples of zircon components formed according to conven-
tional methods.

TABLE 2

Example Zircon Materials Formed According
to Embodiments Described Herein

Example 10 Example 11
Total FS in batch (wt. %) 1.8 1.8
Total ALL,Oj; in batch (wt. %) 0.3 0.3
Density (g/cm3) 4.26 4.26
Open porosity (vol %) 0.6 10.1
FS after sintering (wt. %) 2.37 <1.0
Creep rate at 1275° C. 2 MPa - 4.5 6.3
50 h (ppm/h)
Creep rate at 1300° C. 2 MPa -
50 h (ppm/h)
Crucible blistering - LCD A High Low
1200°C.-360 h
Plaque blistering in LCD A High Low
at 1250°C.-120h
Crucible blistering - LCD A High Low
at 1250°C.-72h
Crucible blistering - LTPS B High Low
1250°C.-360 h
RT MOR (MPa) - 4 points 130 39

bending test
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TABLE 2-continued

Example Zircon Materials Formed According
to Embodiments Described Herein

Example 10 Example 11
RT MOE (GPa) - ASTM C1259 210 174
Klc (MPa- m'?) - ASTM 1.64 1.51
E384-89 by indentation
Hardnes (Hv) (GPa) 73 6.0
Open Porosity/Density Zero 153.3 160.7

Point (PDZP)

In Example 10, the unprocessed raw materials were pre-
pared using a dry milled zircon material. The sintering aid
(Ta,0;) was added to the zircon before mixing in the blunge
tank to form a slurry. The slurry was then spray dried and the
powder pressed and fired under the same conditions at the
other examples.

In Example 10, the batch comprised 99 wt. % milled mate-
rial H for the total weight of the batch and 1 wt. % Ta,O, for
the total weight of the batch. Milled material H was milled to
a median (D50) particle size of 5.4 um. Milled material H
included a content of Al,O; of 0.3 wt. % for the total weight
ofthe milled material H. Milled material G further included a
content of free silica of 1.8 wt. % for the total weight of the
milled material H.

FIG. 7 illustrates an image of the surface of a zircon com-
ponent formed according to Example 10. Note that the zircon
component formed according to Example 10, which included
relatively high amounts of free silica (i.e., greater than 2 wt. %
for the total weight of the zircon body), shows relatively high
blistering (i.e., crucible blistering or plaque blistering).

In Example 11, the unprocessed raw materials were pre-
pared using a dry milled zircon material. The sintering aid
(Ta,0;) was added to the zircon before mixing in the blunge
tank to form a slurry. The slurry was then spray dried and the
powder pressed and fired under the same conditions at the
other examples.

In Example 11, the batch comprised 99 wt. % milled mate-
rial H for the total weight of the batch and 1 wt. % Ta,O4 for
the total weight of the batch. Milled material H was milled to
a median (D50) particle size of 5.4 um. Milled material H
included a content of Al,O; of 0.3 wt. % for the total weight
ofthe milled material H. Milled material G further included a
content of free silica of 1.8 wt. % for the total weight of the
milled material H.

In Example 11, after formation of the block, the material
was placed in a 20% HF water solution at room temperature
for 72 hours. During this process, most of the free silica
present at the grain boundaries in the outer portion of the body
is removed. Such treatment has been found to likely reduce
the mechanical strength and is therefore not desirable.

Table 3 summarizes the composition and measured physi-
cal characteristics of Examples 12-16. Examples 12-16 are
additional examples of zircon components formed according
to embodiments described herein.

TABLE 3

Example Zircon Materials Formed According to Embodiments Described Herein

Example Example FExample Example Example Example Example Example Example
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Total FS in batch (wt. %) 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
Total ALO; in batch (wt. %) 0.2 0.15 0.2 0.18 0.24 0.21 0.23 0.27 0.32
Density (g/cm3) 4.19 4.37 4.23 4.22 4.09 4.27 4.15 4.09 4.05
Open Porosity (vol %) 54 0.2 2.8 5.0 8.79 4.0 6.7 8.04 9.21
FS after sintering (wt. %) 0.6 0.6 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8
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TABLE 3-continued
Example Zircon Materials Formed According to Embodiments Described Herein
Example Example FExample Example Example Example Example Example Example
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Creep rate at 1275° C. 4.7 6.5 3.6 5.6 7.0 5.1 4.6 5.3 7.1
2 MPa - 50 h (ppm/h)
Creep rate at 1300° C. 11.2 15.2
2 MPa - 50 h (ppm/h)
Crucible blistering - Low Low Low Low Low Low Low Low
LCD A 1200°C.-360 h
Plaque blistering in
LCD A at 1250° C.- 120 h
Crucible blistering - Low
LCDA1250°C.-72h
Crucible blistering - Low Low Low Low Low Low Low
LTPS B1250°C.- 360 h
RT MOR (MPa) - 4 points 131
bending test
RT MOE (GPa) - ASTM 147
C1259
Klc (MPa - m'?) - 1.67
ASTM E384-89 by
indentation
Hardnes (Hv) (GPa) 7.6
Open Porosity/Density 155.6 156.9 154.4 156.3 155.4 157.1 1555 154.7 154.4

Zero Point (PDZP)

Examples 12-20 were formed from raw material compris-
ing zircon and other components. The raw material was first
milled to a finer particle size and combined with sintering aids
(Ta,O4 or TiO,) and, in certain instances, other additives
(AL O;, Si0O, (quartz), Fe,0;, etc.) to form a batch.

The unprocessed raw materials used in Examples 12-20
were milled in a jet mill. The sintering aid (Ta,O5) and other
additives were added after the milling process.

In Example 12, the batch comprised approximately 98.95
wt. % milled material I for the total weight of the batch and 1
wt. % Ta,Ojs for the total weight of the batch. Milled material
Iwas milled to a median (D50) particle size of 5.0 um. Milled
material [ included a content of Al,O; of 0.15 wt. % for the
total weight of the milled material I. Milled material I further
included a content of free silica of 0.5 wt. % for the total
weight of the milled material I. The total contents of the batch
added up to be 100%.

In Example 13, the batch comprised approximately 99.0
wt. % milled material I for the total weight of the batch and 1
wt. % Ta,Ojs for the total weight of the batch. Milled material
Iwas milled to a median (D50) particle size of 5.0 um. Milled
material [ included a content of Al,O; of 0.15 wt. % for the
total weight of the milled material I. Milled material I further
included a content of free silica of 0.5 wt. % for the total
weight of the milled material I. The total contents of the batch
added up to be 100%.

In Example 14, the batch comprised approximately 98.95
wt. % milled material I for the total weight of the batch and 1
wt. % Ta,Ojs for the total weight of the batch. Milled material
Iwas milled to a median (D50) particle size of 5.0 um. Milled
material [ included a content of Al,O; of 0.15 wt. % for the
total weight of the milled material I. Milled material I further
included a content of free silica of 0.5 wt. % for the total
weight of the milled material I. The total contents of the batch
added up to be 100%.

In Example 15, the batch comprised approximately 98.95
wt. % milled material J for the total weight of the batch and 1
wt. % Ta,Ojs for the total weight of the batch. Milled material
Jwas milled to amedian (D50) particle size of 3.5 um. Milled
material J included a content of Al,0; of 0.12 wt. % for the
total weight of the milled material J. Milled material j further
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included a content of free silica of 0.5 wt. % for the total
weight of the milled material J. The total contents of the batch
added up to be 100%.

In Example 16, the batch comprised approximately 98.95
wt. % milled material J for the total weight of the batch and 1
wt. % Ta, Oy for the total weight of the batch. Milled material
Jwas milled to amedian (D50) particle size of 3.5 um. Milled
material J included a content of Al,O; of 0.12 wt. % for the
total weight of the milled material J. Milled material j further
included a content of free silica of 0.5 wt. % for the total
weight of the milled material J. The total contents of the batch
added up to be 100%.

In Example 17, the batch comprised approximately 98.94
wt. % milled material I for the total weight of the batch and 1
wt. % Ta, Oy for the total weight of the batch. Milled material
Iwas milled to a median (D50) particle size of 5.0 um. Milled
material [ included a content of Al,O; of 0.15 wt. % for the
total weight of the milled material I. Milled material I further
included a content of free silica of 0.5 wt. % for the total
weight of the milled material I. The total contents of the batch
added up to be 100%.

In Example 18, the batch comprised approximately 98.92
wt. % milled material I for the total weight of the batch and 1
wt. % Ta, Oy for the total weight of the batch. Milled material
Iwas milled to a median (D50) particle size of 5.0 um. Milled
material [ included a content of Al,O; of 0.15 wt. % for the
total weight of the milled material I. Milled material I further
included a content of free silica of 0.5 wt. % for the total
weight of the milled material I. The total contents of the batch
added up to be 100%.

In Example 19, the batch comprised approximately 98.88
wt. % milled material I for the total weight of the batch and 1
wt. % Ta, Oy for the total weight of the batch. Milled material
Iwas milled to a median (D50) particle size of 5.0 um. Milled
material I included a content of A1,O; of 0.15 wt. % for the
total weight of the milled material I. Milled material I further
included a content of free silica of 0.5 wt. % for the total
weight of the milled material I. The total contents of the batch
added up to be 100%.

In Example 20, the batch comprised approximately 98.84
wt. % milled material I for the total weight of the batch and 1
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wt. % Ta,Ojs for the total weight of the batch. Milled material
Iwas milled to a median (D50) particle size of 5.0 um. Milled
material [ included a content of Al,O; of 0.15 wt. % for the
total weight of the milled material I. Milled material I further
included a content of free silica of 0.5 wt. % for the total
weight of the milled material I. The total contents of the batch
added up to be 100%.

In Example 12-20, the combined materials were then spray
dried and the spray dried granules were pressed into a block
shape in a cold isostatic press at room temperature under a
pressure of 100 MPa and 140 MPa. The blocks were then
sintered at a maximum temperature of 1600° C. for 28 h.

Note that the zircon components formed according to
Examples 2-7 and 12-16, which includes relative low
amounts of free silica (i.e., less than 2 wt. % for 3 the total
weigh of the zircon body) showed relatively low blistering
(i.e., crucible blistering or plaque blistering), especially com-
pared to the zircon component formed according to Example
10. FIG. 8 illustrates an image of the surface of a zircon
component formed according to Example 14 showing rela-
tively low blistering.

Referring back to FIG. 3, data points 301 correspond to
ratios of the open porosity to density (OP/D) for Examples 3,
12 and 14-18. Data point 302 corresponds to the ratio of open
porosity to density (OP/D) for conventional Example 10 and
Data point 303 corresponds to the ratio of open porosity to
density (OP/D) for conventional Example 11.

The present application represents a departure from the
state of the art. Notably, the embodiments herein demonstrate
improved and unexpected performance over zircon compo-
nents formed according to conventional methods. While not
wishing to be bound to a particular theory, it is suggested that
the combination of certain processes, including for example,
milling processes may facilitate the formation of a raw mate-
rial that is particular suited to forming a component having a
unique combination of features, including but not limited to,
freesilica distribution, free silica content in the finally formed
zircon component, apparent porosity of the finally formed
zircon component, blistering, and mechanical characteristics
of the finally formed zircon component, including fracture
toughness (K1c), modulus of rupture (MoR), density, modu-
lus or elasticity (MoE) and Vickers hardness.

Note that not all of the activities described above in the
general description or the examples are required, that a por-
tion of a specific activity may not be required, and that one or
more further activities may be performed in addition to those
described. Still further, the orders in which activities are listed
are not necessarily the order in which they are performed. Any
values of properties or characteristics of the embodiments
herein can represent average or median values derived from a
statistically relevant sample size. Unless otherwise stated, it
will be appreciated that compositions are based on a total of
100% and the total content of the components does not exceed
100%.

In the foregoing specification, the concepts have been
described with reference to specific embodiments. However,
one of ordinary skill in the art appreciates that various modi-
fications and changes can be made without departing from the
scope of the invention as set forth in the claims below.
Accordingly, the specification and figures are to be regarded
in an illustrative rather than a restrictive sense, and all such
modifications are intended to be included within the scope of
the invention.

As used herein, the terms “comprises”, “comprising”,
“includes”, “including”, “has”, “having” or any other varia-
tion thereof, are intended to cover a non-exclusive inclusion.
For example, a process, method, article, or apparatus that
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comprises a list of features is not necessarily limited only to
those features but may include other features not expressly
listed or inherent to such process, method, article, or appara-
tus. Further, unless expressly stated to the contrary, “or”
refers to an inclusive- or and not to an exclusive-or. For
example, a condition A or B is satisfied by any one of the
following: A is true (or present) and B is false (or not present),
A is false (or not present) and B is true (or present), and both
A and B are true (or present).

Also, the use of “a” or “an” are employed to describe
elements and components described herein. This is done
merely for convenience and to give a general sense of the
scope of the invention. This description should be read to
include one or at least one and the singular also includes the
plural unless it is obvious that it is meant otherwise.

Benefits, other advantages, and solutions to problems have
been described above with regard to specific embodiments.
However, the benefits, advantages, solutions to problems, and
any feature(s) that may cause any benefit, advantage, or solu-
tion to occur or become more pronounced are not to be con-
strued as a critical, required, or essential feature of any or all
the claims.

After reading the specification, skilled artisans will appre-
ciate that certain features are, for clarity, described herein in
the context of separate embodiments, may also be provided in
combination in a single embodiment. Conversely, various
features that are, for brevity, described in the context of a
single embodiment, may also be provided separately or in any
subcombination. Further, references to values stated in ranges
include each and every value within that range.

Item 1. A component comprising: a body comprising zir-
con grains, the body having an outer portion and an interior
portion; and a free silica intergranular phase present between
the zircon grains and distributed substantially uniformly
through the body; wherein the body comprises a content of
free silica of not greater than about 2 wt. % for a total weight
of the body.

Item 2. A component comprising: a body comprising zir-
con grains, the body having an outer portion and an interior
portion; and a free silica intergranular phase present between
the zircon grains; wherein the body comprises a content of
free silica of not greater than about 2 wt. % for a total weight
of the body; and wherein a ratio of P,,,/P,, is not greater than
about 2, wherein P, represents the apparent porosity of the
outer portion of the body measured in volume percent, and P,
represents the porosity of the interior portion of the body
measured in percent volume.

Item 3. A component comprising: a body comprising zir-
con grains, the body having an outer portion and an interior
portion; and a free silica intergranular phase present between
the zircon grains; wherein the body comprises a content of
free silica of not greater than about 2 wt. % for a total weight
of the body; and wherein the body comprises at least one
characteristic selected from the group consisting of: a fracture
toughness (Kl1c¢) of greater than about 1.55 MPa-m™~; a
modulus of rupture (MoR) of greater than about 60 MPa; a
density of greater than about 4.0 g/cm>; a modulus or elastic-
ity (MoE) of greater than about 175 GPa; a Vickers hardness
of greater than about 6.0 GPA; and a combination thereof.

Item 4. A component comprising: a body comprising zir-
con grains, the body having an outer portion and an interior
portion; and an free silica intergranular phase present
between the zircon grains; wherein the body comprises a
content of free silica of not greater than about 2 wt. % for a
total weight of the body; and wherein the body has a dynamic
corrosion rate of not greater than about 100 pm/day.
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Item 5. A component comprising: a body comprising zir-
con grains, the body having an outer portion and an interior
portion; and a free silica intergranular phase present between
the zircon grains; wherein the body comprises a content of
free silica of not greater than about 2 wt. % for a total weight
of the body; and wherein the intergranular phase comprises
interconnectivity in the outer portion of the body greater than
about 10%.

Item 6. The component of any one of the items 2, 3, 4 or 5,
wherein the free silica is distributed substantially uniformly
through the body.

Item 7. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the Klc of the body is greater than about 1.6
MPa-m™°%, 1.65 MPam™%>, 1.7 MPa-m™°-, 1.8 MPa-m~°~,
1.9 MPam™5 20 MPam™®°, 2.1 MPam™° 22
MPa-m™°%, 2.3 MPa-m™°?, 2.4 MPa-m~%>, 2.5 MPa-m~°?,
2.6 MPam™> 27 MPam™®° 28 MPam™> 29
MPa'm™%?, 3.0 MPa-m™°®, 3.1 MPam %>, 3.2 MPa'-m ™",
33 MPam™3 34 MPam™°, 35 MPam™° 3.6
MPam™%?, 3.7 MPam °°, 3.8 MPam™?, 3.9 MPa-m
and 4.0 MPa-m™°~,

Item 8. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the K1c of the body is not greater than about 4.5
MPam™%?, 4.0 MPa-m™°®, 3.5 MPam %>, 3.4 MPa-m ™",
33 MPam™®>, 32 MPam™° 3.1 MPam™?® 3.0
MPa-m™°%, 2.9 MPa-m™°?, 2.8 MPa-m~%>, 2.7 MPa-m~°~,
2.6 MPam™®> 25 MPam™° 24 MPam ™’ 23
MPa-m™3, 2.2 MPa-m™°?, 2.1 MPa-m~%>, 2.0 MPa-m~°~,
1.9 MPam™> 1.8 MPam™? 17 MPam™> 1.65
MPa-m~®* and 1.6 MPa-m™°.

Item 9. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body has a Vickers hardness greater than about
6.0 GPa, 6.1 GPa, 6.2 GPa, 6.3 GPa, 6.4 GPa, 6.5 GPa, 6.6
GPa, 6.7 GPa, 6.8 GPa, 6.9 GPa, 7.0 GPa, 7.1 GPa, 7.2 GPa,
7.3 GPa, 7.4 GPa, 7.5 GPa, 7.6 GPa, 7.7 GPa, 7.8 GPaand 7.9
GPa.

Item 10. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body has a Vickers hardness not greater than
about 8.0 GPa, 7.9 GPa, 7.8 GPa, 7.7 GPa, 7.6 GPa, 7.5 GPa,
7.4 GPa, 7.3 GPa, 7.2 GPa, 7.1 GPa, 7.0 GPa, 6.9 GPa, 6.8
GPa, 6.7 GPa, 6.6 GPa, 6.5 GPa, 6.4 GPa, 6.3 GPa, 6.2 GPa
and 6.1 GPa.

Item 11. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body comprises a content of free silica not
greater than about 1.9 wt. %, 1.8 wt. %, 1.7 wt. %, 1.6 wt. %,
1.5 wt. %, 1.4 wt. %, 1.3 wt. %, 1.2 wt. %, 1.1 wt. %, 1.0 wt.
%, 0.9 wt. %, 0.8 wt. %, 0.7 wt. %, 0.6 wt. %, 0.5 wt. %, 0.4
wt. %, 0.3 wt. % and 0.2 wt. % for a total weight of the body.

Item 12. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body comprises a content of free silica greater
than about 0.1 wt. %, 0.2 wt. %, 0.3 wt. %, 0.4 wt. %, 0.5 wt.
%, 0.6 wt. %, 0.7 wt. %, 0.8 wt. %, 0.9 wt. %, 1.0 wt. %, 1.1
wt. %, 1.2 wt. %, 1.3 wt. %, 1.4 wt. %, 1.5 wt. %, 1.6 wt. %,
1.7 wt. %, 1.8 wt. % and 1.9 wt. % for a total weight of the
body.

Item 13. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body comprises a sintering aid.

Item 14. The component of item 13, wherein the body
comprises a content of sintering aid greater than about 0.2 wt.
%, 0.3 wt. %, 0.4 wt. %, 0.5 wt. %, 0.6 wt. %, 0.7 wt. %, 0.8
wt. %, 0.9wt. %, 1.0wt. %, 1.1 wt. %, 1.2 wt. %, 1.3 wt. %o and
1.4 wt. % for a total weight of the body.

Item 15. The component of item 13, wherein the body
comprises a content of sintering aid not greater than about 1.5
wt. %, 1.4 wt. %, 1.3 wt. %, 1.2 wt. %, 1.1 wt. %, 1.0 wt. %,
0.9 wt. %, 0.8 wt. %, 0.7 wt. %, 0.6 wt. %, 0.5 wt. %, 0.4 wt.
% and 0.3 wt. % for a total weight of the body.
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Item 16. The component of item 13, wherein the body
comprises a ratio of CB ,/CB ¢ of not greater than about 15,
10,5,1,0.5,0.4,0.3, 0.2 and 0.1, wherein CBg, represents a
content of sintering aid in wt. % for a total weight of the body,
and CB, represents a content of free silica in wt. % for the
total weight of the body.

Item 17. The component of item 13, wherein the body
comprises a ratio CB ,/CB ¢ of greater than about 0.05, 0.1,
0.2,03,04,0.5,1, 5, 10 and 14, wherein CB, represents a
content of sintering aid in wt. % for a total weight of the body,
and CB, represents a content of free silica in wt. % for the
total weight of the body.

Item 18. The component of item 13, wherein the sintering
aid is selected from the group consisting of Ta,Os, TiO,,
Nb,Os, Fe,O; and a combination thereof, wherein the sinter-
ing aid consists essentially of Ta,Os.

Item 19. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body comprises a content of Al,O; not greater
than about 0.5 wt. %, 0.45 wt. %, 0.4 wt. %, 0.35 wt. %, 0.3
wt. %, 0.25 wt. %, 0.2 wt. %, 0.15 wt. %, 0.1 wt. % and 0.05
wt. % for a total weight of the body.

Item 20. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body comprises a content of Al,O; greater than
about 0.01 wt. %, 0.05 wt. % and 0.1 wt. % for a total weight
of the body.

Item 21. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body comprises a content of Al,O; not greater
than about 0.5 wt. %, 0.45 wt. %, 0.4 wt. %, 0.35 wt. %, 0.3
wt. %, 0.25 wt. %, 0.2 wt. %, 0.15 wt. %, 0.1 wt. %, 0.05 wt.
% and 0.01 wt. % for a total weight of zircon grains in the
body.

Item 22. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body comprises a content of Al,O; greater than
about 0.001 wt. %, 0.01 wt. %, 0.05 wt. % and 0.1 wt. % for
a total weight of zircon grains in the body.

Item 23. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body comprises aratio of CB ,;, 55/CB g 0fnot
greater than about 5, 3, 1, 0.5, 0.4, 0.3, 0.2, 0.1, 0.01 and
0.005, wherein CB ,,, 5 represents a content of Al,O; in wt.
% for a total weight of the body, and CB.¢ represents a
content of free silica in wt. % for the total weight of the body.

Item 24. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body comprises a ratio of CB ;,,3/CBzg of
greater than about 0.0025, 0.005, 0.01, 0.1, 0.2,0.3,0.4,0.5,
0.6,0.7,0.8 and 0.9, wherein CB ,,, 5 represents a content of
AlL,O; in wt. % for a total weight of the body, and CB,
represents a content of free silica in wt. % for the total weight
of the body.

Item 25. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body comprises a ratio of CB, ;5 55/CB, 5,04 0
not greater than about 0.007, 0.006, 0.005, 0.004, 0.003,
0.002 and 0.001, wherein CB,,, 5 represents a content of
Al,O; in wt. % for a total weight of the body, and CB, ;0.
represents a content of ZrSiO, in wt. % for the total weight of
the body.

Item 26. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body comprises a ratio of CB, ;5 55/CB, 5,04 0
greater than about 0.0001, 0.001, 0.002, 0.003, 0.004, 0.005
and 0.006, wherein CB 4, o5 represents a content of Al,O; in
wt. % for a total weight of the body, and CB,; ., represents
a content of ZrSiO, in wt. % for the total weight of the body.

Item 27. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the zircon grains are formed from processed zircon
particles.

Ttem 28. The component of item 27, wherein the zircon
particles are milled.
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Ttem 29. The component of item 27, wherein the zircon
particles have a median grain size (D50) of greater than about
1 pm, 2 pm, 3 pm, 4 pm, 5 pm, 6 pm, 7 pm, 8 pm, 9 um, 10 pm,
12 pum and 14 pm.

Ttem 30. The component of item 27, wherein the zircon
particles have a median grain size (D50) of not greater than
about 15 um, 14 pm, 12 pum, 10 pm, 9 um, 8 pm, 7 um, 6 pm,
Sum, 4 um, 3 um, 2 um and 1 pm.

Ttem 31. The component of item 27, wherein the zircon
particles have a D90 grain size of not greater than about 40
um, 30 pm, 20 um, 15 pm and 10 um.

Ttem 32. The component of item 27, wherein the zircon
particles have a D90 grain size of greater than about 5 um, 10
um, 15 pm, 20 um and 30 pm.

Ttem 33. The component of item 27, wherein the zircon
particles have a D10 grain size of greater than about 0.2 um,
0.5 um, 0.8 um and 1.0 pm.

Ttem 34. The component of item 27, wherein the zircon
particles have a D10 grain size of not greater than about 1.1
pm, 1.0 pm, 0.8 um, and 0.5 pm.

Ttem 35. The component of item 27, wherein the zircon
grains have a median grain size (D50) of greater than about 1
um, 2 um, 3 pm, 4 pm, 5 pm, 6 pm, 7 pm, 8 pm, 9 um, 10 pm,
12 pum and 14 pm.

Ttem 36. The component of item 27, wherein the zircon
grains have a median grain size (D50) of not greater than
about 20 um, 19 pm, 18 um, 17 um, 16 pm, 15 um, 14 pm, 13
pm, 12 pm and 10 pm.

Ttem 37. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body comprises a content of zircon greater than
about 95 wt. %, 96 wt. %, 97 wt. %, 98 wt. %, 99 wt. % and
99.5 wt. % for a total weight of the body.

Item 38. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body comprises a content of zircon not greater
than about 99.9 wt. %, 99.5 wt. %, 99 wt. %, 98 wt. %, 97 wt.
% and 96 wt. % for a total weight of the body.

Item 39. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body has a density greater than about 4 g/cm?,1
g/lem?, 4.2 g/cm?®, 4.3 g/em® and 4.4 g/cm’.

Item 40. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body has a density not greater than about 4.5
g/em’, 4.4 g/em®, 4.3 g/em?, 4.2 g/em® and 4.1 g/em®.

Item 41. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body has a creep strain rate of not greater than
about 50 ppm/h measured at 1300° C., 40 ppm/h measured at
1300° C., 30 ppm/h measured at 1300° C., 20 ppm/h mea-
sured at 1300° C., 10 ppm/h measured at 1300° C., 5 ppm/h
measured at 1300° C., 3 ppm/h measured at 1300° C., 1.5
ppm/h measured at 1300° C., 1.0 ppm/h measured at 1300°
C., 0.5 ppnvh measured at 1300° C. and 0.25 ppm/h measured
at 1300° C.

Ttem 42. The component of any one of the items 1,2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body has a creep strain rate of not greater than
about 30 ppm/h measured at 1275° C., 20 ppm/h measured at
1275° C., 10 ppm/h measured at 1275° C. and 5 ppm/h mea-
sured at 1275° C.

Item 43. The component of item 2, wherein the body com-
prises aratio of P, /P, of not greater than about 1.9, 1.8, 1.7,
1.6,1.5,14,13,1.2and 1.1.

Item 44. The component of item 2, wherein the body com-
prises a ratio of P, /P, , of about Item 45. The component of
item 2, wherein the body comprises a ratio of P, /P,, of
greater than about 0.8, 0.85, 0.9 and 0.95.

Item 46. The component of item 2, wherein the outer por-
tion of the body can extend to a depth not greater than about
5000 um from an outside surface of the body.
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Item 47. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body comprises a content of rare earth oxides
not greater than about 1 wt. % for a total weight of the body.

Item 48. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body comprises a content of alkali oxides not
greater than about 1 wt. % for a total weight of the body.

Item 49. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body comprises a content of alkali earth oxides
not greater than about 1 wt. % for a total weight of the body.

Item 50. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body comprises a content of B,O; not greater
than about 1 wt. % for a total weight of the body.

Item 51. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body comprises a content of a compound from
the group consisting of H,SiF, K,SiF, and (NH,),SiF, of
not greater than about 0.5 wt. %, 0.4 wt. %, 0.3 wt. %, 0.2 wt.
%, 0.01 wt. % and 0.001 wt. % of a total weight of the body.

Item 52. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the free silica intergranular phase comprises inter-
connectivity in the outer portion of the body greater than
about 15%, 20%, 25%, 30%, 35%, 40%, 45%, 50%, 55%,
60%, 65%, 70%, 75%, 80%, 85%, 90% and 95%.

Item 53. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the free silica intergranular phase comprises inter-
connectivity in the outer portion of the body not greater than
about 100%, 95%, 90%, 85%, 80%, 75%, 70%, 65%, 60%,
55%, 50%, 45%, 40%, 35%, 30%, 25%, 20%, and 15%.

Item 54. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein body comprises a ratio of IC,,,/IC,, of greater than
about0.8,0.85,0.9,0.95and 0.99, wherein IC , represents an
interconnectivity of the free silica intergranular phase in the
outer portion of the body and IC,, represents an interconnec-
tivity of the free silica intergranular phase in the inner portion
of the body.

Item 55. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body comprises a ratio of IC,,/IC,, of about
1.0, wherein IC,, represents an interconnectivity of the free
silica intergranular phase in the outer portion of the body and
IC,, represents an interconnectivity of the free silica inter-
granular phase in the inner portion of the body.

Item 56. A method for forming a zircon component com-
prising: providing a raw material powder comprising zircon
grains; and sintering the raw material to create a body com-
prising zircon grains and a free silica intergranular phase
present between the zircon grains and distributed substan-
tially uniformly through the body.

Item 57. The method of item 56, wherein the raw material
powder comprises a content of free silica not greater than
about 2.0 wt. %, 1.9 wt. %, 1.8 wt. %, 1.7 wt. %, 1.6 wt. %, 1.5
wt. %, 1.4 wt. %, 1.3 wt. %, 1.2 wt. %, 1.1 wt. %, 1.0 wt. %,
0.9 wt. %, 0.8 wt. %, 0.7 wt. %, 0.6 wt. %, 0.5 wt. %, 0.4 wt.
%, 0.3 wt. % and 0.2 wt. % for a total weight of raw material
powder.

Item 58. The method of item 56, wherein the raw material
powder comprises a content of free silica greater than about
0.1 wt. %, 0.2 wt. %, 0.3 wt. %, 0.4 wt. %, 0.5 wt. %, 0.6 wt.
%, 0.7 wt. %, 0.8 wt. %, 0.9 wt. %, 1.0 wt. %, 1.1 wt. %, 1.2
wt. %, 1.3 wt. %, 1.4 wt. %, 1.5 wt. %, 1.6 wt. %, 1.7 wt. %,
1.8 wt. % and 1.9 wt. % for a total weight of the raw material.

Item 59. The method of item 56, wherein the raw material
powder comprises a content of Al,O; not greater than about
0.5 wt. %, 0.45 wt. %, 0.4 wt. %, 0.35 wt. %, 0.3 wt. %, 0.25
wt. %, 0.2 wt. %, 0.15 wt. %, 0.1 wt. % and 0.05 wt. % for a
total weight of the raw material powder.

Item 60. The method of item 56, wherein the raw material
powder comprises a content of Al,O; greater than about 0.01
wt. %, 0.05 wt. %, 0.1 wt. %, 0.15 wt. %, 0.2 wt. %, 0.25 wt.



US 9,272,958 B2

39
%, 0.3 wt. %, 0.35 wt. %, 0.4 wt. % and 0.45 wt. % for a total
weight of the raw material powder.

Item 61. The method of item 56, wherein the raw material
powder comprises a content of Al,O; not greater than about
0.5 wt. %, 0.45 wt. %, 0.4 wt. %, 0.35 wt. %, 0.3 wt. %, 0.25
wt. %, 0.2 wt. %, 0.15 wt. %, 0.1 wt. %, 0.05 wt. % and 0.01
wt. % for a total weight of the zircon grains in the raw material
powder.

Item 62. The method of item 56, wherein the raw material
powder comprises a content of Al, O greater than about 0.001
wt. %, 0.01 wt. %, 0.05 wt. %, 0.1 wt. %, 0.15 wt. %, 0.2 wt.
%, 0.25 wt. %, 0.3 wt. %, 0.35 wt. %, 0.4 wt. % and 0.45 wt.
% for a total weight of the zircon grains in the raw material
powder.

Item 63. The method of item 56, wherein the raw material
powder comprises a ratio of CP,; ,3/CP¢ of not greater than
about 5, 3,1, 0.5,0.4,0.3, 0.2, 0.1, 0.01 and 0.005, wherein
CP ;05 represents a content of Al,O; in wt. % for a total
weight of the raw material powder, and CP represents a
content of free silica in wt. % for the total weight of the raw
material powder.

Item 64. The method of item 56, wherein the raw material
powder comprises a ratio of CP;,,3/CPg of greater than
about 0.0025, 0.005, 0.01,0.1,0.2,0.3,0.4,0.5,0.6,0.7,0.8
and 0.9, wherein CP ;, o5 represents a content of Al,O; in wt.
% for a total weight of the raw material powder, and CP.¢
represents a content of free silica in wt. % for the total weight
of the raw material powder.

Item 65. The method of item 56, wherein the raw material
powder comprises a ratio of CP ;5 53/CP,,q; 04 of not greater
thanabout 0.007,0.006, 0.005, 0.004,0.003, 0.002 and 0.001,
wherein CP ;, ; represents a content of Al,O, inwt. % fora
total weight of the raw material powder, and CP,,; o, repre-
sents a content of ZrSiO, in wt. % for the total weight of the
raw material powder.

Item 66. The method of item 56, wherein the raw material
powder comprises a ratio of CP;, 53/CP,.; 04 of greater than
about 0.0005, 0.001, 0.002, 0.003, 0.004, 0.005, and 0.006,
wherein CP ;, ; represents a content of Al,O, inwt. % fora
total weight of the raw material powder, and CP,,; o, repre-
sents a content of ZrSiO, in wt. % for the total weight of the
raw material powder.

Ttem 67. The method of item 56, wherein providing a raw
material powder comprises milling the raw material powder.

Item 68. The method of item 67, wherein the raw material
powder is milled to a median grain size (D50) of not greater
than about 15 um, 14 pm, 12 pm, 10 pm, 9 um, 8 um, 7 um, 6
um, 5 um, 4 um, 3 pm, 2 um and 1 pm.

Item 69. The method of item 67, wherein the raw material
powder is milled to a median grain size (D50) of greater than
about 2 um, 3 um, 4 um, 5 pm, 6 um, 7 pm, 8 pm, 9 um, 10 pm,
12 pum and 14 pm.

Item 70. The method of item 67, wherein the raw material
powder is controlled to have a D90 grain size of not greater
than about 40 um, 30 pm, 20 um, 15 pm and 10 um.

Item 71. The method of item 67, wherein the raw material
powder is controlled to have a D90 grain size of greater than
about 5 pm, 10 um, 15 pm, 20 pm and 30 pm.

Item 72. The method of item 67, wherein the raw material
powder is controlled to have a D10 grain size of greater than
about 0.2 um, 0.5 pm, 0.8 um and 1.0 pm.

Item 73. The method of item 67, wherein the raw material
powder is controlled to have a D10 grain size of not greater
than about 1.1 um, 1.0 um, 0.8 um, and 0.5 pm.

Ttem 74. The method of item 56 further comprising pro-
viding a sintering aid, and combining the raw material powder
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with the sintering aid to form a combined material mixture
prior to sintering the raw material.

Item 75. The method of item 74, wherein the combined
material mixture comprises a content of sintering aid of
greater than about 0.5 wt. %, 0.6 wt. %, 0.7 wt. %, 0.8 wt. %,
0.9 wt. %, 1.0 wt. %, 1.1 wt. %, 1.2 wt. %, 1.3 wt. % and 1.4
wt. % for a total weight of the combined material mixture.

Item 76. The method of item 74, wherein the combined
material mixture comprises a content of sintering aid not
greater than about 1.5 wt. %, 1.4 wt. %, 1.3 wt. %, 1.2 wt. %,
1.1 wt. %, 1.0 wt. %, 0.9 wt. %, 0.8 wt. %, 0.7 wt. %, 0.6 wt.
%, 0.5 wt. %, 0.4 wt. % and 0.3 wt. % for a total weight of the
combined material mixture.

Item 77. The method of item 74, wherein the combined
material mixture comprises a ratio of CP¢,/CPrs of not
greater than about 15, 10, 5, 1, 0.5, 0.4, 0.3, 0.2 and 0.1,
wherein CP, represents a content of sintering aid in wt. % for
a total weight of the combined material mixture, and CP.¢
represents a content of free silica in wt. % for the total weight
of the combined material mixture.

Item 78. The method of item 74, wherein the combined
material mixture comprises a ratio of CP /CPy¢ of greater
than about 0.05,0.1,0.2,0.3,0.4,0.5,1, 5, 10 and 14, wherein
CPg, represents a content of sintering aid in wt. % for a total
weight of the combined material mixture, and C represents
a content of free silica in wt. % for the total weight of the
combined material mixture.

Ttem 79. The method of item 74, wherein the sintering aid
is selected from the group consisting of Ta,Os, TiO,, Nb,Os,
Fe,O, and a combination thereof, wherein the sintering aid
consists essentially of Ta,Os.

Item 80. The method of item 74, further comprising spray
drying the combined material mixture prior to sintering com-
bined material mixture.

Item 81. The method of item 80 further comprising iso-
statically pressing the spray dried combined material mixture
to form a blank.

Item 82. The method of item 81, wherein the dried com-
bined material mixture is pressed at a pressure greater than
about 50 MPa, 60 MPa, 70 MPa, 80 MPa, 90 MPa, 100 MPa,
110 MPa, 120 MPa, 130 MPa, 140 MPa and 150 MPa.

Item 83. The method of item 81, wherein the blank has at
least one dimension larger than about 100 mm, 200 mm, 300
mm, 400 mm, 500 mm, 600 mm, 700 mm and 800 mm.

Item 84. The method of item 56, wherein sintering the raw
material comprises heating the raw material.

Item 85. The method of item 84, wherein heating the raw
material comprises heating the raw material for a heating
cycle duration of greater than about 30 days, 35 days, 40 days,
45 days, 50 days, 55 days, 60 days, 65 days, 70 days, 75 days,
80 days and 85 days.

Item 86. The method of item 84, wherein heating the raw
material comprises heating the raw material for a heating
cycle duration of not greater than about 90 days, 85 days, 80
days, 75 days, 70 days, 65 days, 60 days, 55 days, 50 days, 45
days and 40 days.

Item 87. The method of item 84, wherein heating the raw
material comprises heating the raw material at a temperature
of greater than about 1500° C., 1550° C. and 1600° C.

Item 88. The method of item 84, wherein heating the raw
material comprises heating the raw material at a temperature
of not greater than about 1650° C., 1600° C., and 1550° C.

Item 89. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body comprises an open porosity of not greater
than about 10 vol. %, 9 vol. %, 8 vol. %, 7 vol. %, 6 vol. %, 5
vol. %, 4 vol. %, 3 vol %, 2 vol. %, 1 vol. %, 0.5 vol %, and 0.1
vol % for the total volume of the body.
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Ttem 90. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body comprises an open porosity of at least
about 0.001 vol. %, 0.01 vol. %, 0.1 vol. %, 0.5 vol. %, 1 vol.
%, 2 vol. %, 3 vol. %, 4 vol %, 5 vol. %, 6 vol. %, 7 vol %, and
8 vol % for the total volume of the body.

Ttem 91. The component of any one of the items 1, 2, 3, 4 or
5, wherein the body comprises an open porosity/density zero
point (PDZP) of at least about 154, wherein PDZP is defined
by the equation PDZP=0P+35.844*D, where D is the density
of the body and OP is the open porosity of the body.

Item 92. The component of item 91, wherein the body
comprises an open porosity/density zero point (PDZP) of at
least about 155, at least about 156, at least about 157 and at
least about 158.

Item 93. The component of any one of the claim 1, 2, 3, 4
or 5, wherein the body comprises an open porosity/density
zero point (PDZP) of not greater than about 159, wherein
PDZP is defined by the equation PDZP=0P+35.844%D,
where D is the density of the body and OP is the open porosity
of the body.

Item 94. The component of item 93, wherein the body
comprises an open porosity/density zero point (PDZP) of not
greater than about 158, not greater than about 157, not greater
than about 156 and not greater than about 155.

What is claimed is:

1. A component comprising:

abody comprising zircon grains, the body having an outer

portion and an interior portion;

afree silica intergranular phase present between the zircon

grains and distributed substantially uniformly through
the body; and

asintering aid selected from the group consisting of Ta,Os,

Nb,O;, Fe,O; and a combination thereof;

wherein the body comprises a content of free silica of not

greater than about 2 wt. % for a total weight of the body.

2. The component of claim 1, wherein the body comprises
a ratio of CBg,/CB of not greater than about 15, wherein
CBg,, represents a content of sintering aid in wt. % for a total
weight of the body, and CB represents a content of free
silica in wt. % for the total weight of the body.

3. The component of claim 1, wherein the body comprises
a content of Al,O, not greater than about 0.5 wt. % for a total
weight of the body.

4. The component of claim 1, wherein the body comprises
a ratio of CB ;5 53/CBgg of not greater than about 5, wherein
CB_ 05 represents a content of Al,O; in wt. % for a total
weight of the body, and CB., represents a content of free
silica in wt. % for the total weight of the body.

5. The component of claim 1, wherein the body comprises
a ratio of CB ;5 53/CB ;04 0f not greater than about 0.007,
wherein CB ;5 represents a content of Al,O; in wt. % fora
total weight of the body, and CB, ;. represents a content of
ZrSi0, in wt. % for the total weight of the body.

6. The component of claim 1, wherein the body has a creep
strain rate of not greater than about 50 ppnv/h measured at
1300° C.
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7. A component comprising:

a body comprising zircon grains, the body having an outer

portion and an interior portion; and

a free silica intergranular phase present between the zircon

grains; and
a sintering aid selected from the group consisting of Ta,Os,
Nb,Os, Fe,O5 and a combination thereof;

wherein the body comprises a content of free silica of not
greater than about 2 wt. % for a total weight of the body;
and
wherein the body comprises at least one characteristic
selected from the group consisting of:
a fracture toughness (Klc) of greater than about 1.55
MPa-m™°3;
a modulus of rupture (MoR) of greater than about 60
MPa;
a density of greater than about 4.0 g/cm?>;
a modulus or elasticity (MoE) of greater than about 175
GPa;
a Vickers hardness of greater than about 6.0 GPA; and
a combination thereof.
8. The component of claim 7, wherein the free silica is
distributed substantially uniformly through the body.
9. The component of claim 7, wherein the free silica inter-
granular phase comprises interconnectivity in the outer por-
tion of the body greater than about 15%.
10. A method for forming a zircon component comprising:
providing a raw material powder comprising zircon grains
and a sintering aid selected from the group consisting of
Ta,Os, Nb,O,, Fe,O; and a combination thereof; and

sintering the raw material to create a body comprising
zircon grains and a free silica intergranular phase present
between the zircon grains and distributed substantially
uniformly through the body.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the raw material
powder comprises a content of free silica not greater than
about 2.0 wt. % for a total weight of the raw material powder.

12. The method of claim 10, wherein the raw material
powder comprises a content of Al,O; not greater than about
0.5 wt. % for a total weight of the raw material powder.

13. The method of claim 10, wherein providing a raw
material powder comprises milling the raw material powder.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the raw material
powder is milled to a median grain size (D50) of not greater
than about 15 pm.

15. The method of claim 10 further comprising providing a
sintering aid, and combining the raw material powder with the
sintering aid to form a combined material mixture prior to
sintering the raw material.

16. The method of claim 10, wherein sintering the raw
material comprises heating the raw material.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein heating the raw
material comprises heating the raw material at a temperature
of greater than about 1500° C.
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